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Introduction
Since its inception about 50 years ago, the International Epidemiology Association (IEA) has contributed
to the spread of epidemiology around the world. Thailand is the first developing country hosting a big IEA
World Congress of Epidemiology in 2005. Eight hundred participants from 58 countries attended. This
illustrates the increasing penetration of epidemiology.
During the past three years, the IEA has intensified strategies on volunteerism, regionalization and
linkages with other organizations. Some examples of volunteerism were highlighted at the World
Congress 2005. IEA and non-IEA epidemiologists participated in regional sessions at the Congress
laying down steps for collaboration in regional problem solving and capacity strengthening. Speakers
from the World Health Organization and the World Bank contributed to technical sessions and developed
networks for future application of new techniques and methodology in addressing epidemiological
challenges, such as inequity in health, emerging infections, handing of big data base, chronic and lifestyle
diseases, and ethics of international collaboration. The IEA registered 81 new members, 16 renewals,
with 2 to be considered for sponsorship at the congress.
With the rapidly changing context, the IEA has unprecedented opportunity to make epidemiology central
to cope with threats from infection, lifestyle changes, violence, pollution, and products harmful to health
and move nations towards better social justice and global harmony.
AMENDMENTS OF THE DETAILS ABOUT THE PARTICIPANTS
There were 1,226 colleagues around the world interested in the conference, and more than 800 people
registered. In total, there 921 abstracts were submitted and 812 accepted. About 15% of the participants
submitted more than one abstract and more than 60% of people requested financial support. Only 600
took full registration, and more than 200 joined pre-congress sessions.
Many volunteers contributed
their expertise to a total of 18 workshops, symposia or round-tables, six keynote speeches, five preprogram subjects, and 16 plenary titles. More than 80 people registered for pre-congress educational
activities. Up to 800 people participated in the WCE. This included fully registered participants and those
with partial or full support. The breakdown by Regions is: 18 from Africa; 77 from the Americas (North
and South); 277 from the Western Pacific; 106 from Europe; 106 from the Eastern Mediterranean; and
322 from Southeast Asia and Thailand.
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Report of the President
WCE 2005
Thailand has been fortunate to be given the opportunity to organize the XVII IEA World Congress of
Epidemiology, the first large scale meeting in a developing country. We have been blessed with a wealth
of expertise of the members of the Scientific Committee, who have contributed significantly to the
planning of the program. The Thai Organizing Committee is responsible for fund raising, which makes it
possible to arrange a partial support of colleagues from developing countries. We would wish to give
particular thank to the World Health Organization, the China Medical Board of New York, Inc., the World
Bank, Chulalongkorn University and the Thai Government for contributions financially and logistically to
the various aspects of the program. The following are some of the noteworthy statistics.
There are 1,226 colleagues around the world who have expressed interests in joining the Congress. Of
these, 921 abstracts have been submitted and 812 accepted. Bout 15% of the participants submitted
more than one abstracts and more than 60% of people requested financial support. Only 450 managed
to undertake full registration, and 81 of these expressed interests in joining the Pre-Congress sessions.
With support from the Organizing Committee and funding raised from various sources, about 700 people
are participating in the World Congress and 100 more are expected to register onsite. Many volunteers
contribute their expertise to a total of 18 workshops, symposia or round-tables, six keynote speeches, five
pre-program subjects, and 16 plenary titles. More than 80 people register for pre-congress educational
activities.
The Congress has been able to raise funds and find some partial support for more than 150 participants
from developing countries in all regions of the world. They are from Asia (China, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, India, Thailand and Vietnam); Eastern European (Albania, Bosnia,
Lithuania, Slovakia, Turkey); the Middle East (Iran, Pakistan, Yemen); Africa (Uganda, Republic of
Congo) and Latin America (Brazil, Colombia).
Resources from the registration fees cover conference materials, venues, logistics, lunches and coffee
breaks. Much of the resources from registration go to securing key speakers for the Plenary Sessions
and Keynotes. The WHO and the World Bank have contributed speakers many of the plenary and
keynote sessions.
A significant percentage of the expenses of the resources from registration is expected to be used to
cover the expenses associated with the meetings of the IEA Council and Executive Committees. This
amount is diverting the resources from registration fees available to support colleagues from developing
countries. Most funds to support colleagues from developing countries comes from additional fund raising
locally and internationally. However, it must be recognized that many IEA Councilors and members of the
Executive Committee are expected to contribute to the Pre-Congress as well as Congress workshops.
Many speakers have made last minute cancellation of sessions and therefore, urgent contacts have been
arranged to replace them. We are most thankful for the kind support and solidarity that these people
have shown to the science of epidemiology.
It must also be noted that this is one of the first time that the Organizing Committee use the electronic
communication as the main method of communication with colleagues around the world during the
organization of the programs and relating to speakers. Therefore, there may be a bias against those who
do not have access to electronic communication. We apologize for any problems caused.
Volunteerism
The idea of volunteerism has been refined and submitted to the IEA Councilors and Executive
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Committee. Some funds have been allocated by the IEA Council to support the activities pending a good
proposal from the councilors. Perhaps due to inadequate promotion and clarification of ideas, no
councilor has put in a proposal for consideration.
The ideas of volunteerism and regionalization have also been communicated directly to the IEA members
via e-mails and via the IEA newsletter: message from the President, June 2004. Many IEA members
have expressed interests and agreed to work with the councilors to clarify the activities.
As an incentive to stimulate volunteerism and as a follow up of the President’s message expressed in the
IEA newsletter June 2004, the IEA WCE Organizing Committee has communicated to the IEA members
around the world that special support will be given to abstracts or workshops that can demonstrate how
volunteerism might work. There is one submission of such an example in the form of a workshop,
organized by professors Berit L. Heitmann and Henriettan Philipsson: The Symposium on Volunteerism
in nutritional epidemiology - a stepchild to both nutrition and epidemiology. The Organizing
Committee did give some partial support for the session.
It is hoped that the IEA will have a clearer idea whether “volunteerism” as a strategy is still a viable
concept after the regional workshops organized during the WCE 2005. In essence, we have asked the
WCE participants from the regions to discuss key epidemiological challenges and capacity strengthening
needs peculiar to the regions as well as whether and how volunteerism and regionalization should and
can be operationalized. The Organizer has mailed documents on volunteerisms and regionalization to
some participants in specific regions to prepare to “break the ice” and to encourage discussions by IEA
members of the regions during the regional workshops.
Regional councilors are expected to summarize the roundtable discussions during the WCE Regional
Workshops and present the summary during the final WCE Regional Workshop. We have also requested
some IEA members from the World Health Organization to help give input and help exchange ideas with
colleagues during the workshop.
Regionalization
Like volunteerism, the concept of regionalization has been refined and some budget proposed to
stimulate the activities pending a submission of a proposal from the regional councilors. Ideally, this
could be discussed during the regional meetings organized so successfully by the councilors. Also, the
fund can be used to stimulate volunteerism during the regional meetings.
Since activities at the regions have been modest, the WCE Organizing Committee has tried to use the
venue of the World Congress to stimulate further discussions during the World Congress. This was
originally planned to be an aspect of the Regional Workshops, with inputs requested from the Regional
Councilors about other possible aspects. In essence, it is hoped that volunteerism and regionalization are
tools to facilitate scientific achievements and help the regions cope with challenges peculiar for the
regions. Both volunteerism and regionalization can also be used as tools to fulfil the capacity
strengthening needs of the regions if Regional Workshops at the WCE can serve as a market place to
invite International Collaboration to capitalize on regional achievements and assist epidemiologist
colleague in facing regional challenges. Since countries within the same regions are in different stages of
development in terms of epidemiological challenges and capacity strengthening needs and therefore,
Regional Workshops should be able to provide a forum for regional exchanges to meet the challenge and
capacity needs.
E-mails have been sent to Regional Councilors with request to help clarify the objectives of regional
workshops within the context of the World Congress, where there are ample opportunities of scientific
exchanges at least twice on 24 March (see attached) and on 8 July (see attached). Failing to obtain any
feedback, comments, suggestions from Councilors with respect to the objectives of the Regional
Workshop within the framework of the WCE, the Organizing Committee have prepared a series of Round
Tables to address the epidemiological challenges and capacity strengthening needs of the regions in
Regional Workshop sessions (see attached). The Organizing Committee has also requested Dr. Bjorn
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Melgaard to co-chair some of the Regional Roundtables in the Regional Meetings. We truly hope that the
Regional councilors will summarize the roundtable discussions during the WCE Regional Workshops and
present the summary during the final WCE Regional Workshop. We would hope to have answers to three
questions: a. whether volunteerism and regionalization is a viable objective; b. if so, how can they be
operationalized in the future; and c. what other approaches can IEA adopt to make it optimally meaningful
to colleagues between countries and regions in terms of mutual learning and support.
Enhancing effective linkages
In terms of enhancing effective linkages, volunteerism and regionalization will be shared at the WCE to
provide a chance to invite the global partners to get involved. We believe that if people really want to
work together, dialogues at the WCE is a good venue to start
future activities which will be productive for all. The World Congress can provide a good opportunity to link
the IEA with other like-minded organization and give epidemiology and the IEA its due visible place in
influencing health of the public. It can be viewed as an important measure to enhance the membership
drive.
As Professor David Wegman has proposed, we do hope that the Councilors may need to discuss ways to
improve the input and expectations for IEA-specific strategies (such as volunteerism and regionalization
or other future strategies) within the planning process for the WCE. We need to find a proper balance
between the independence necessary for the planners to put on a conference that justifies the immense
effort it takes to plan and produce a WCE and the proper, necessary and reasonable input of IEA Council
to the plans so that the WCE might contribute optimally to the IEA objectives.
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Secretary’s Report
1. Membership
As mentioned in prior reports, it is a well-known fact that the current IEA members only represent a very
small fraction of the actual body of active professionals working in the field of epidemiology on a global
scale. For some reason, national epidemiology societies in regions as Europe, North and South America,
seem to much more attract epidemiologists compared to IEA. We need to investigate the reasons behind
such phenomenon, and work towards more effective representation of the global body of professionals
eligible for IEA membership.

a. Global Membership Campaign
During the IEA Council Meeting in Toledo 2003, it was agreed upon to launch a Global Membership
Campaign taking into account the Privacy Policy, prepared by Dr du Ve Florey, in cooperation with the
Secretary and all Regional Councillors. Each regional councillor has been provided with an abbreviated
database of members in his respective region in 2003 and 2005 (the updated version) (which includes
name, address, e-mail address, tel / fax number and years of membership).
Councillors were requested to establish personal contacts with the IEA Members in their respective
regions asking him / her to invite at least one professional working in the field of epidemiology to IEA
Membership. A draft letter has been prepared by the secretary to assist them in their campaign,
explaining the benefits of joining IEA.
In addition, an IEA promotional material entitled “An Invitation from the IEA” was prepared by Dr Franco,
edited by the Secretary to assist regional councilors in their campaign. It was used by Dr BL Verma for
his IEA promotion during the 8th IEA regional scientific meeting, held in Agra, India, 5 – 8 December 2004.
It is also used during the current IEA WCE 2005, in the form of posters and flyers in order to boost the
IEA membership during the congress days.
In spite of special efforts by the Regional Councilors, especially in SEA, LAC, NA and Europe, the IEA
membership is still not increasing as planned. We are losing members, and new membership does not
seem to compensate for non-paid members. The following is a breakdown of paid up members by region
since September 2004 till June 2005 and a comparing 2005 / 2004 / 2003.
Table 1: Active (paid-up) IEA Members
Paid up Members Paid up Members
Paid up Members
REGION
(2005 and up)
(2004 and up)
(2003)
Africa
31
35
44
Eastern Mediterranean
67
86
69
North America
233
287
289
Latin America & Caribbean
64
66
61
South East Asia
66
65
51
Europe
354
388
394
Western Pacific
174
213
225
Grand Total
989
1140
1133
(for more details and analysis please see Annex 2)
During the Council Meeting in Bangkok 2004, it was agreed with the regional councillors to strengthen
IEA in their respective regions, at the aggregate level and put up a plan to increase IEA memberships
including: joint scientific meetings / teaching activities; advocacy and lobbying; and specific task forces.
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The following is a breakdown of the New IEA memberships received during September 2004 to June
2005:
Table 2: IEA New Members (from September 2004 to June 2005)

REGION

IEA New Members
(2005/06)

Africa
Eastern Mediterranean
North America
Latin America & Caribbean
South East Asia
Europe
Western Pacific
Grand Total
(for more details and analysis please see Annex 2)

IEA New Members
(2004)
5
10
7
22
21
22
7
94

IEA New Members
(2003)

1
28
15
9
13
32
4
102

4
11
30
11
2
24
17
99

b. Current Procedures for new memberships and renewals since 2003:

1.






IEA Secretariat handles
Receipt of new membership applications for review by the Secretary
Sending confirmation e-mail for the receipt of the application form
Sending welcome letters (in case of acceptance of application)
Sending membership certificate (signed by the president and secretary) and
Sending new membership forms to OUP for payment procedures

2. OUP handles







Renewals’ correspondence directly with IEA Members
Handling renewal promotion for members who did not renew in 2003
Sending the IEA Secretariat the updated database every six months. So far we have received 4
updated databases (Sept 03, March 04, Sept 04, July 05).
Sending the IEA Secretariat by mail all returned / changed mailing addresses or cancellations
made by members.
Sending the IJE to members
Payments of members (new / renewal)

A continued, almost daily, correspondence exists between the IEA secretariat and Ms Paula Thomson,
OUP, regarding different issues of membership and IJE. Around 400 - 500 correspondence took place
between 2003 and 2005
In spite of such a partnership between the Secretariat and OUP, asking the latter to handle renewals has
complicated the process from the Secretariat viewpoint, as we are only updated every 6 months, which
makes it quite difficult to follow up on non-paid members. The IEA Council should consider reverting
back to the old system, existing before 2002, where the Secretariat handled all membershiprelated activities, including both new and continuing applications
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c. Sponsorship
1. The IEA Council approved during its Bangkok meeting, September 2004, the generous offer
and establishment of the “Elmer V Villanueva Sponsorship Fund”. The Fund is to support a
total of seven nominees (one for each of the regions or any variation thereof) for three-year
membership per year for five years. The IEA Secretariat has sent the suggested procedures
of implementation to Dr Villanueva and has received his approval (background document
attached). Accordingly, an e-mail was sent to all regional councilors on 5 July 2005
requesting them to nominate one sponsored member from their respective region in order to
activate their membership by January 2006. Also, we requested nominating 2 awardees by
the WCE Scientific Committee to be awarded the 3 years membership during the congress
with the following proposed criteria for the candidates:
(a) to be from developing countries,
(b) have accepted papers for presentation of the best quality
(c) are not current IEA members
(d) physically show up in Bangkok (i.e. actual participation in the WCE)
2. IEA Sponsored Members: It was agreed that two professionals from each region are to be
sponsored for IEA Membership for 3 years, starting 2004. Nominations handed over to us
from previous council were reviewed by regional councillors. Nominated members were
contacted to ensure interest using e-mail / ordinary mail. Only three members have
responded and have become active IEA members for 3 years.

d. New Rate Classification:
Reference to the new World Bank Classification, the IEA rate classification has been amended
accordingly. The following is a summary of the new classification (details attached)
Developing Countries Rates: applied on developing countries (according to world bank classification),
including Eastern Europe. This includes countries of low- and lower-middle-income economies
Normal Rates: applied to all other countries, except Western Europe. This includes upper-middle- and
high-income economies
Western Europe Rates: applied to Western European nations.

e. A suggestion for a new membership category
The idea is having a separate membership category for an amount of US$100 to support participation of
students and members from developing countries and allow to provide a reduced membership rate for
students/seniors/ members from developing countries. The new category is US$ 45.00 more than the one
year basic membership fees for normal rates and US$ 35.00 more that the one year basic membership
fees for western europe. The new rate category may be explained in details on the IEA Application Form
and announced for on the IEA website.
We may mention it on the IEA Application Form as: Full 1 year membership (includes contribution to
developing country memberships): US$ 100.00.
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f. IEA Application form for Membership/ Update Form:
IEA Application form:
As agreed during the last IEA Council meeting in Bangkok, 2004, the IEA Application form for
membership was posted on the IEA website as a word document form. Accordingly, we have been
receiving a number of forms electronically by e-mail.
Implementation of the IEA New Rates
Students and Senior Rates: After the approval of the students / senior rates (50% of the applied fees for
each region) during the IEA Council Meeting in Bangkok, 2004, the rates were added to the IEA
application form of membership and announced on the IEA website in November 2004. So far, we have
received 9 student-applications from different regions:
 3 Europe: 1 Sweden and 2 United Kingdom
 1 Western Pacific: Japan
 1 North America: USA
 4 Eastern Mediterranean: Iran
Please note that some of such students are citizens of nations different from those in which they currently
reside and study (i.e. some of them are actually originally from developing nations)
Update Form:
The Update Form posted on the IEA website in 2004 has been working efficiently. The IEA Secretariat
has received almost 60 updated forms from members around the world during 2004 / 2005. A new
attractive announcement to encourage members to update their membership information has been
posted on the website by Dr Florey upon the request of Dr Franco early August 2005.

g. On-line directory:
The online directory has been updated by Harriett Telljohann in August 2004 and 2005 using the updated
database sent by Paula Thomson, OUP.

2. IEA Newsletter
The Secretariat has produced three IEA Newsletters (April 2003, June 2004 and June 2005), including
contributions from Council Members; announcements for global / regional meetings; educational activities
and seminars and announcements from bidders for the upcoming WCE 2008 to promote for their venues.
The June 2004 and 2005 issues were distributed together with IJE June issues to all IJE subscribers, i.e.
not necessarily all IEA members (copy of June 2005 issue is attached in file’s pocket)

3. Meetings
a) Regional meetings
The following regional IEA meetings were held during 2003 / 2004:


21st IEA European Epidemiology Federation & Spanish Society of Epidemiology Joint Scientific
Meeting, Toledo, Spain, October 1 – 4, 2003
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6th IEA Eastern Mediterranean Regional Scientific Meeting, Ahwaz, Iran, December 9 –11, 2003
6th IEA Latin America & Caribbean Regional Scientific Meeting, in association with the VI
Brazilian Epidemiological Meeting, Recife, Brazil, June 19 - 2004
European Congress of Epidemiology, Porto, Portugal, September 8 - 11, 2004
8th IEA South East Asia Regional Scientific Meeting, Jhansi (UP), India, December 5 - 8, 2004

Planned Meetings:
 22nd European Congress of Epidemiology – Epidemiology in Health Care Practice, Utrecht, The
Netherlands June 28 – July 1, 2006
b) Global meetings


17th IEA World Congress of Epidemiology, Bangkok, Thailand, August 21 - 25, 2005

IEA has also jointly collaborated with INCLEN global meetings held in Kunmin, China, during February
2003 (especially IEA Western Pacific Region) and in Agra, India, during February 2004 (especially IEA
South East Asia Region), by participating in the scientific programme and different deliberations of such
meetings.
4. Call for applications for WCE, 2008
During 2003 / 2004, the Secretariat has received a number of requests to host the WCE, 2008. Extensive
correspondence between the IEA Secretary and the bidders took place, in order to make sure that such
proposals conform to IEA’s rules and regulations for hosting global meetings. Some bidders addressed
the Council meeting in Bangkok, 2004, in preparation for addressing the IEA 2nd business meeting on
August 24, 2005. The following are the bidders for the upcoming WCE 2008
1. Agra, India
2. Edinburgh, Scotland
3. Porto Alegre, Brazil
5. IEA Handbook
With great efforts by Dr Florey, the 3rd edition of the IEA Handbook was posted on the IEA website in
December 2004. The additions since the last edition are the Concordat with other Associations, a List of
the membership of all Executive Committees and Councils and a reminder in the section on WCEs that
time should be made for the Robert Cruickshank Lecture. The concordat has been agreed upon by the
IEA Council and the other two items are simply for information. The title page will be listing the additions
and where they can be found.
The Council is requested to suggest any new material for the Handbook for entry in the next
edition
6. Update of Membership database
The Secretariat has been working on the update of the IEA Database (mailing address, telephone, fax
and most of all e-mails). The main sources of the updated information are: OUP since they receive
renewals with updated information; and the updated form posted on the IEA website. Accordingly, the
database is considered to be updated. Nevertheless, it is estimated that some 15 – 20 % of the e-mail
addresses are still incorrect. This may be due to either that they are outdated or due to the presence of 2
different databases of IEA membership (that of OUP & that of the IEA Secretariat) where the same entry
(new members/renewal/updated form) is entered by different persons thus losing accuracy.
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7. Constitution Amendment Results
As agreed upon during the last IEA Council meeting in Bangkok, 2004, the email ballot on changes to the
IEA constitution has been sent to 1173 IEA active members on 9 February 2005, by the IEA Secretariat.
The following statistics describe this process, first time to be exercised by the Secretariat
Total emails sent on February 9th, 2005
No. of members without e-mail addresses
Bouncing / undeliverable e-mails
Total actual members received the ballot
No. of members responded

1173 active IEA members
55
188 (16% of total active members)
930
192 (21 % of recipients)

Ballot results:

Constitutional Changes
1. changes proposed for Article 8 paragraphs 1 to 8 (election of Council
Members)
2. addition of Article 8.9 (use of email for voting)
3. the change proposed for Article 10.3 (definition of the size of the quorum
to change the constitution)

Disagree
1
1
16

Thus, the proposed constitutional changes could only be approved, if the IEA Council considers that the
response rate (21 %) is constitutional.
8. Secretariat activities
It is to be noted that the IEA Secretariat is handling the following:
a) With respect to membership:
-

Handling new membership,
Requests of membership status
Problems of members (e.g. non-receiving of IJE, calls for meetings, etc)
Updating information (contact information, coordinates)
Change of address

b) With respect to Council:
-

Preparation of IEA Newsletter (2003 / 04 / 05)
Council’s Issues and requests
Preparation of Council Meetings
Bids for global meetings
Elections / ballots

Recommendation for improving performance
a) Global Membership Campaign:
1. Sending the IEA Application Form for Membership in addition to a Promotion flyer under cover of the
last issue of the IJE in 2005. This will reach all IJE subscribers (more than 2000 members)
2. Posting an attractive announcement on the IEA website on the Global Membership Campaign
encouraging IEA Members to invite at least one professional working in the field of epidemiology to
IEA Membership
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b) Oxford University Press
A suggested future procedure for new membership and renewals starting late 2005 / 2006:
1. Launching an Intranet System between OUP and IEA with a centralized database
2. Posting the renewal form on the IEA website (same as the case of the Membership form in a word
and PDF file) for those who did not receive a form for any reason (change / incorrect mailing
address). The form should be sent directly to OUP.

Advantages:
1. Having only ONE database.
2. Both parties (IEA & OUP) will be aware of the status of each member on daily basis.
3. Avoiding unnecessary entries thus avoiding discrepancies in the database. As the new
memberships will be added by IEA Secretariat only (OUP will not need to make the same entry
from there side when they receive the hard copies sent from IEA). Renewals will be updated by
OUP only (IEA will not need the updated database sent every 6 months by OUP in order to make
an update to the database they have at their side)
4. There will be no need for OUP to send the hard copies of the changes in mailing addresses and
cancellations.
5. Faster detection of non-renewed memberships (and immediately addressing them for their late
renewals)
6. IEA being updated with new members who have fulfilled their payments thus sending the
Welcome letters and certificates accordingly.

Disadvantage:
1. IEA Secretariat does not have a hardcopy proof of membership renewals for reference and
personalized filling
c) IEA Application form
1. Adding the following items for consistency of data:
 At the Section of Applicant’s Name: First Name and Last Name
 At the Section of Date of Birth: Day/Month/Year
d) Communications with members and other requests:
Establishing a more personal relationship with members by:
Sending periodical emails including new information agreed upon during council meetings or e-mail
discussions. Information may include news as:
 New economic country classification of the World bank (and implications on IEA rates)
 New rates for students / senior members
 Sending the IEA Newsletter electronically
 Sponsored memberships to those who need sponsoring to send their information (Elmer
Villanueva’s Fund)
 Upcoming regional meetings
 WHO meetings in different regions
 Global membership campaign
 Training courses related to epidemiology
 Outcomes of elections
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e) Update of Membership database
Launching a global membership information update campaign using the following methods:




Sending an update form together with the IJE issues and announcing the presence of an
electronic update form on the IEA website.
Sending the update form electronically to all IEA members
Distribution of the IEA Updated form during the WCE and the announcement of the an electronic
updated form on the IEA website

It has been a pleasure working with the 2002 – 2005 Council; I wish to express my deep thanks and
appreciation to each and every one of you.
The outcomes of the elections on August 24, 2005, will indicate whether I will serve on the incoming
Council which meets on the next day, for the period of 2005 – 2008. We sincerely wish them all the
success in serving our wonderful organization.
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Treasurer’s Report
Program Budget, Fiscal Years 2005-2007
(29 July 2005)
Office of the President
The office of the president has generally operated on a budget of about $2,000 with the highest single
year at $5,400. In the previous and current triennium the presidents have been able to manage the
office without charging expenses for secretarial assistance. The budget for this office depends on the
resources of the incumbent and will need to be revisited with each new officer.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $1,500/year.

Office of the Secretary
The office of the secretary is required to maintain and manage the Association membership and to
correspond with members regarding dues and related membership benefits. The budget for the
office provides for clerical support and operating expenses including postage. In the last triennium,
the annual expenditures have been between $15,000 and $20,000/year.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $20,000/year.

Office of the Treasurer
The office of the treasurer has responsibility for management of the Associations funds. Since 1995
the Association funds have been managed by Mary Jane Varley, a colleague of Roger Detels at
UCLA. The funds are maintained in a bank account in Los Angeles and Ms Varley is the only official
signatory for the account. For the day-to-day management of the Association funds, the arrangement
with Ms Varley appears to be satisfactory as long as she agrees to accept responsibility.
Prior to 1995 the budget for this office included an accountant, but Ms Varley has provided this
service without charge. Other budget items include minimal charges for photocopying, postage and
telephone and the cost of bank charges incurred as a result of funds transfer. There has not
appeared to be any need for an annual audit of the Association funds, although the Council could
choose to consider this in the future.
At the previous Triennial Business Meeting it was proposed and accepted that an audit of the
accounts be undertaken. However, it was determined that the advice we have received from the
auditor many years ago was that since we have a relatively small number of transactions and we use
"cash basis" accounting rather than an accruals basis, a review meets our needs and is less costly
than an audit. The auditor we have used in the past is provided the information, documents, etc., and
he completes a review and sends us a letter stating that the "...accounts are maintained according to
generally accepted accounting principles..." etc. This generally costs between $200-600, depending
on the number of years, the size of the accounts (number of transactions), etc. In the past, we have
done this when we change treasurers, so if the treasurer serves 2 terms, it is done at the end of the
second term. For the present, therefore, no audit has been carried out.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $1,500/year.
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International Journal of Epidemiology Operations
Routine operating costs of the IJE are paid by Oxford University Press based on an agreement
between the Press and the Association. As a result the IJE costs do not appear directly in the
Association’s budget. Nonetheless, the IJE budget is proposed by the Editor of the IJE, approved by
the Council and paid by the Press from receipts for subscriptions to the IJE. After the Press and the
Editors expenses have been covered the remaining receipts are returned to the Association. The
Editorial costs of the IJE are important to the Association as the income from the journal accounts for
more than one-half of the annual income.
For Fiscal Year 2002-4 the IJE Editorial budget in the OUP accounting has ranged between £4045,000. During the past year an additional allocation of £19,500 was requested and approved to pay
for additional editorial assistance 1 day/week due to the increased editorial burden associated with a
variety of new initiatives that have made the journal quite successful. The additional costs were
justified by the additional interest in the journal represented by increased income from OUP from
journal subscriptions.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $40,000/year to account for increased editorial costs.
Consideration should be given to incorporating these funds into the OUP accounting system.

Regional Counselor Activity
Regional Counselors are expected to promote IEA activity in each region. In an effort to facilitate
these activities, Counselors are provided access to an annual budget which, as of the Bangkok
Council meeting in 2004 has been increased to $2,000 annually from Association funds. These funds
are intended to offset office expenses such as telephone, and photocopying. A proposed budget
should accompany the annual request submitted by the Counselor and approved by the Treasurer
and the President.
Funds have been budgeted for all seven Regional Counselors to receive these funds annually. Not
all counselors have taken advantage of these available funds each year nor have timely budget
requests been made. An effort should be made to encourage Regional Counselors to take
advantage of this resource and to provide an adequately detailed budget request early each year.
Regional Counselors are expected to attend the Regional Meeting and receive support for lodging
and meals from local organizing committee. Travel can be paid by the Association if required and
approved in advance.
The budgeted amount is short of what would be needed should all Regional Counselors request an
annual allocation and require travel support to a Regional Meeting. This may become a problem in
the future, however, it is unlikely to be one in this triennium.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $14,000/year.

Regional Meetings
It is expected that each Regional Counselor will arrange a Regional Meeting once between each
WCE. Association policy needs clarification regarding support for meetings in industrialized regions.
Current policy provides for a $10,000 advance or loan which is to be paid back with a small amount of
interest as soon as possible after the meeting expenses have been settled A budget explaining how
the funds are to be spent is to be provided for Council comment and EC approval in advance of
disbursement of the funds. The Association’s resources permit the advances without difficulty and
these have not been specifically identified in the proposed budget. No such funds have been
requested during the past triennium.
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Since the Association contributes both financially and otherwise, it is expected that the costs of stay
for those attending from the EC and/or the Council can be borne by the organizers. However, if
organizers are unable to plan support for such travel expenses, they should state the intended policy
regarding attendance and support for costs of EC and Council members at the time support is initially
requested. For the most part the advances have been successful although delay in repayment has
been as long as 2 years. In at least two instances repayment has not occurred, the most recent case
being the Central and South American Regional Meeting in Chile in 1999. The treasurer has still not
received a plan for long-term repayment of the loan to the Chilean meeting, despite the best efforts of
the IEA regional counselor. The IEA Treasurer has requested that the sponsoring local organization
consider this a long-term debt, however, the experience suggests the need for closer monitoring of
advances in the future.
It is difficult to determine a mechanism to prevent the default on loans. An advance agreement about
repayment schedule may be useful. It should be made clear, when the advance is provided, that the
Association does not share either in the meeting profits or losses. Should there be an explicit
Association policy concerning a process to approve exceptions to the repayment expectation when
the reasons are well documented and sufficient accounting is provided? The organizers are expected
to provide a written final report and an accounting for the Association however, there is no effective
way to enforce this requirement.
Current policy is that a donation of $10,000 can be requested to support expenses for young
epidemiologists from the region to attend the Regional Meeting in a developing country. In recent
years these funds have been allocated for Central and South America (2001), Eastern Mediterranean
(1999 and 2003), and Southeast Asia (2004). It appears that this allocation is a high priority to
encourage new epidemiologists to participate actively in the Association and in international
epidemiology in general. In an effort to promote more of this kind of effort at regional meetings a
budget is proposed that is higher than the amount annually requested in the past
No similar policy has existed for meetings in industrialized nations. In response to a request from the
European Region, allocation of $10,000 for travel scholarships was made to facilitate travel from
Eastern Europe to attend the 2001 meeting in Oxford, UK. The experience was judged quite
successful consequently $7,000 was allocated in 2003 and $9,824 in 2004. It appears there is no
reason to continue a policy that restricts support for expenses for young epidemiologists to
developing regions only.
The North American region may be a special case and deserves further consideration. For the
present the North American Region has determined that the high level of activity of the Canadian and
US epidemiology societies does not warrant holding a separate IEA meeting. A jointly sponsored
IEA/SER symposium was supported this past year by allocating the Regional Councilor funds to this
activity. No young epidemiologist bursaries were allocated to this region in the past triennium.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $33,000/year for young epidemiologist expenses and to
provide for regional counselor travel, if necessary, to the regional meeting.
Present policy is based on one allocation of bursaries per region per triennium but a better alternative
might be to provide such support for each regional meeting. The only region, thus far, to make a
request more than once in a triennium has been Europe. How best to provide support, if any, to
North America is open to discussion.

Executive Committee Meetings
The four member Executive Committee is scheduled to meet twice between WCEs. Travel and
lodging expenses are budgeted for EC member expenses. The first meeting is accounted for under
the inter-WCE Council meeting (see below). The irregularity in charges to this budget line over the
past ten years has resulted in a proposal to budget only $4,000 annually for this item. No
expenditures for such a meeting were made during the past triennium.
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Budget for this triennium is proposed at $1,500/year ($3,000 if 2 meetings per triennium).

Council Meetings
The Council meeting between WCEs is held in association with a Regional Meeting, if possible.
Counselor and EC travel is to be reimbursed only if alternative resources are not available. The
lodging and per diem will be reimbursed. Based on prior years $9,000 for Counselors (in addition to
the $4,000 for the EC) has been budgeted for Council Meetings between WCE meetings. In the past
triennium two interim Council meetings were held. It is not clear that this will occur during the next
triennium. If so the allocations for EC and Council meetings should be doubled.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $3,000/year ($6,000/year if 2 meetings per triennium).

IEA/WCE Meetings
Current policy has determined that the local organizers of the WCE will arrange to reimburse the
Association for the hotel and per diem expenses for Counselors and EC members. Only if the
counselors are unable to find their own resources are travel costs borne by the IEA. There is,
however, some concern about travel for new counselors who do not have sources of independent
support to cover meeting expenses until they officially enter office. In addition, the IEA supports the
travel of the Secretary’s staff to attend the WCE – for Bangkok $1,300. An additional $5,000 is
allocated to offset potential needs of new counselors.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $6,500 for 2005 for the Bangkok meeting.

Miscellaneous Meetings
Support has been provided for Counselors or EC members to attend meetings such as INCLEN, or
WHO regional meetings relevant to the mission of the Association. One such meeting was health in
Southeast Asia this past triennium. This allocation, however, should not be made unless a budget is
requested and approved in advance of any commitment.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $8,000/year.

Budget Issues for Discussion
International Journal of Epidemiology
The Editors of IJE presented a report on the increased demands on the editorial functions in order to
manage the current creative approach to presentation of epidemiologic studies and their critical
evaluation. In response to this, the Council determined that increased funding for the editorial effort
was appropriate and a 1 day/week allocation for editorial functions was approved at the Bangkok
Council meeting. Discussion of the overall IJE editorial expenditures is recommended to reconsider
a) the annual budget for editing the journal and b) the commitment to a continuing additional
appropriation. Should the current allocation be made permanent it is suggested that a revision in the
agreement between OUP and IJE for reimbursement of editorial expenses be considered. The
additional payments agreed to at Bangkok would, as a result, be drawn down before net income is
distributed to the IEA treasury.
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Regional Counselors Annual Operating Budget
The operating budget for Regional Counselors was doubled at the September 2004 Bangkok Council
meeting (from $1,000 to $2,000/year). While the increase appears reasonable, operating funds have
not been regularly requested by several Regional Counselors. A discussion of a) the operating costs
for the regions, b) the timely presentation of a budget for the annual allocation, and c) the types of
expenditures to be covered by the operating budget would assist both the Counselors and the
Treasurer.

Bursaries for Regional Meetings
Current IEA policy provides for an allocation of $10,000 to each Region during each triennium to
assist young epidemiologists to participate in Regional IEA meetings. These funds have generally
been requested when a Regional meeting is sponsored but such meetings are not held by each
region during each triennium. Questions for discussion are a) is the current amount ($10,000)
appropriate, b) should allocations be made more then once a triennium if the region is able to sponsor
more than one meeting, c) should allocations be made when the meeting is not uniquely or even
primarily an IEA meeting (vis Africa with ISEE, SEA with INCLEN and North America with SER), d)
should these funds be available for all regions regardless of whether the region consists of primarily
industrialized nations or primarily of developing nations?

Leveraging IEA Objectives with Financial Resources
Currently the IEA treasury is quite healthy. Is there value in considering use of some funds to
promote IEA objectives? If so, what process should be developed to determine what program
initiatives should be supported by financial resources and at what level?
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Table 1 Program Budget, Fiscal Years 2002-2004 and Proposed 2005-2007
Triennium
Annual Budgets for Triennium
(2002-4 -- 2005/7)

2002

2003

2004

Budgeted

Excess
(Deficit)

Total Spent

Budgeted for
2005-7

2005 (1/2)
Expenditures
to Date

Office of the President
1,500 -- 1,500

$

-

$

$

45,082

$

$

400

$

-

$

3,000

$

4,500

$

3,000

$

1,500

$

4,500

$

1,500

18,410

$

15,700

$

75,000

$

79,192

$

(4,192)

$

60,000

$

-

$

375

$

590

$

1,365

$

3,135

$

4,500

$

360

-

$

-

$

-

$

4,500

$

$

4,500

$

120,000

$

38,150

$

2,000

$

-

$

3,000

$

21,000

$

5,000

$

16,000

$

42,000

$

9,000

$

-

$

$

10,000

$

99,000

$

27,000

$

72,000

$

99,000

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

12,000

$

12,000

$

4,500

$

-

$

10,692

$

$

27,000

$

32,795

$

(5,795)

$

9,000

$

10,733

$

7,500

$

5,048

$

2,452

$

6,500

$

1,297

$

24,000

$

8,350

$

15,650

$

24,000

$

-

$

1,273

$

(1,273)

$

-

$

163,023

$

115,978

$

47,045

Office of the Secretary*
25,000 -- 20,000
Office of the Treasurer
1,500 -- /1,500

$

4,500

IJE Operations
1500 -- 40,000

-

Regional Counselor Activity
7,000 -- 14,000
Meetings
Regional
33000 -- 33,000

17,000

Executive Committee
4,000 - 1,500/3,000
Council
9,000 -- 3,000/6,000

22,103

IEA/WCE
7,500 -- 6.500

$

5,048

$

3,350

$

1,273

$

57,153

Miscellaneous
8000

$

5,000

Miscellaneous
Grand Total

$

46,477

$

59,393

$

279,000

*High expenditure in 2002 due to cost of establishing office for new Secretary
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$

374,000

Table 2 Income and Account Balances, Fiscal Years 2002-2004
Income Report for
Triennium (2002-2004 )

2002

2003

2004

Dues

$

74,326

Royalties OUP

$

84,757

$

103,990

$ 108,866

$

159,083

$

103,990

$ 145,446

Interest

$

5,233

Repayments

$

6,321

$

170,637

(Total OUP Payments)

$

36,580

$

266

$

145,712

Grants
WCE Income
Misc
Total

Triennium Account
Balances 2002-2004

$ 103,990

2002

2003

Checking

$

98,768

Money Market

$

274,236

$

276,423

$ 294,618

Certificate of Deposit

$

150,988

$

165,022

$ 169,385

$

523,992

Total
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$

140,061

2004

581,505

$ 203,821

$ 667,824
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Editor/Co-editors’ Report
Background
George Davey Smith and Shah Ebrahim have co-edited the IJE since January 2000 and since 2001, the
content of the IJE has been their responsibility. Operating costs of the editorial base were around
£45,000 for 2004 and this is paid directly under contract with Oxford University Press. The IJE
represents a major source of income to the IEA, with OUP royalties accounting for just over half the
IEA’s income. Net income to IEA from journal activities was £97,230 (approx US$171,000 at
£1=US$1.76) which represents an 8% increase on last year’s income, and a 47% increase since 2003
(see Figure 1). Thus the excellent outcome of last year has been increased further. This year, in
contrast with last year, we exceeded our page budget (by 29 pages) which increased operating costs.
The major areas of increased income have been in subscriptions and consortia fees, together with
income from secondary publication rights.
Innovations in 2004
We introduced two new sections to the IJE this year. The first of these, organised by Debbie Lawlor, is
Cohort Profiles which aim to provide a synopsis of major cohort studies, rationale, major findings and
how to access data. The first cohort profiled was the British Regional Heart Study. This section is
proving very popular with investigators and we have a stream of submissions from both developed
and developing countries awaiting publication.
The second innovation was the Cochrane Column. This is organised by Taryn Young from the South
African Cochrane Centre. She selected a Cochrane systematic review on a topic of relevance to public
health and then gets two commentators, usually one from a developing country and one from a
developed country to assess the value of the review from their different perspectives. The first of
these appears in the current August issue of the IJE.
Journal Statistics
The numbers of manuscripts submitted to the IJE rose until the mid-1990s and then fluctuated around
500 (except for a drop in 1998) until 1999. In 2003 we received 604 manuscripts and in 2004 we
received 671 manuscripts. However, for the first seven months of 2004, we have received over 500
manuscripts suggesting that we will hit around 800 submissions by the end of the year. (See Table 1).
The most important and welcome statistic is the increase in impact factor for IJE from 3.289 in 2003 to 3.735,
maintaining our place at 7 out of 93 journals in the field, from 13th in 2002 (see Table 2). We predicted that this
would occur once the content that we were solely responsible for fully determined the impact factor.
Figures 2 and 3 show our position relative to our major competitors, derived from
http://wos.mimas.ac.uk/jcrweb/. We have markedly improved our position and continue to have a much
stronger immediacy index than either of these journals. In comparison with the top 10 journals in the field,
three of the journals with higher impact factors are review journals which tend to do better in this respect.
(Table 3). These improvements suggest that our policies and innovations continue to be effective.
Our high rejection rate has continued in our efforts to improve quality. As table 4 demonstrates rejection rates
for the IJE have increased slowly from 1992 to 1999, and then increased substantially (from 68% to 83%) from
1999 to 2001. The rejection rate for 2004 rose to 85% as we predicted last year.
As shown in Table 5, the improvement in the mean time taken to notify authors of a decision has
continued to improve for papers sent out to review. We think that providing a faster service will
encourage people to view the journal favourably when considering where to send their papers.
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The continent of origin of the first author of papers submitted is shown in table 6. There has been a
marked increase in papers submitted from Australasia and the doubling of papers from Africa that
occurred last year has been maintained. As in previous reports, the caveat must be given that the table
is based on the country of the first author, and not where the work was carried out. The first author
may be from Europe or North America, but the study may have been carried out in a developing
country. We have also examined the pattern of outright rejections and rejection after review by
country. Numbers are small but it would appear that for all regions we are less often rejecting after
review, reflecting greater selection of papers for peer review. (see Table 7).
Web use
We have examined the use of web-based material. Web downloads of pdf files are similar for 2002
(Figure 4). The listing of most frequent downloads shows that some authors are probably having fun
downloading but that, of recent papers, review articles are popular, which supports our policy of
including these in the journal. Citations to these papers are also presented which demonstrate that of
recent publications, the review articles are also well cited.
Manuscript Management
As outlined previously, we only use ScholarOne for manuscripts that have been accepted for peer review – this
avoids the per manuscript charge (US$18.20) for those that are rejected without peer review. The system is
working smoothly with few complaints from authors or reviewers. However, we are now finding experienced
users are increasingly submitting manuscripts directly to us electronically, and are thus incurring extra costs.
Obviously authors are discouraged from doing this.
Work Load
Barbara Coatesworth, Editorial Assistant, has continued to provide an exceptional level of
commitment to the work of the journal. We had anticipated that the workload would be directly
proportional to the number of manuscripts received. It is becoming apparent that the directly
commissioned educational articles, reviews, commentaries and editorials – which increase the
readability of the journal – also contribute a substantial workload. We have also introduced new
sections this year which have increased her workload. We have benefited from increasing our parttime assistant from one to two-days a week to help with the more mundane tasks and to provide cover
for leave over the last year.
IEA Membership and IJE circulation
It is gratifying that OUP’s strategy of consortia/multisite package subscriptions for libraries is producing greater
access. Free online access for 67 developing countries is now in place and 729 institutes registered for
access in 2003. These trends are shown in Figure 6.
The future
We feel we have successfully continued to improve the profile and standing of the journal. However,
we now propose the following changes will be needed to respond to the need to maintain our
advantage, the increased workload associated with processing more manuscripts, and Shah
Ebrahim’s move to London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine.
1. Editorial staff
Remarkably among OUP (and certainly other publishers) journals, we are the only journal that is run
with a single editorial assistant. Reflecting the increased work load and the move to working on two
sites (Bristol and LSHTM) we propose to increase the support for editorial function by 50% (ie.
currently 1.4 fte to 2fte). This will amount to a part-time assistant 3-days a week in Bristol and a 2-day a
week appointment in London. This will represent an increase in costs of about £15,000
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2. Costs associated with editorial office
We estimate that these costs will inevitably increase with SEs move to London and will include travel
costs, postage costs, and general office costs. We estimate that this will amount to about £6,000
3. Increased involvement of scientific staff in editorial process
We intend to explore an increased role of associate editors and epidemiologically qualified “editorial
interns” as a means of improving the quality of the editorial process, the quality of manuscripts
prepared for publication, particularly from developing countries, and the development of new
educational and other features in IJE. To do this we plan to make short-term secondments of scientific
staff to work on the journal as part of their academic training in epidemiology. The costs of this will
depend on the duration of secondment, and we would anticipate spending approximately £5,000 to
£10,000 a year on this scheme initially.

Shah Ebrahim & George Davey Smith
August 2005
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Tables
Table 1. Journal statistics by year of submission

Year

Revising

Published

Rejected

12
10

Awaiting
Publication
0
0

1995
1996

170
172

300
310

482
492

1997

17

0

170

321

508

1998

7

0

157

280

444

1999

10

0

162

343

515

2000

19

0

127

426

572

2001

12

0

114

548

2

676

2002

7

0

128

497

5

637

2003

18

0

123

459

4

604

2004

23

19

80

548

1

671

2005

35

11

0

339

*

Withdrawn

Total

448*

Includes 63 papers with reviewers

Editor’s/Co-editor’s Report - IEA Triennial Report 2005

25

Table 2: Impact factor and immediacy index for
International Journal of Epidemiology 1994-2004
Year
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004

Impact
Factor
1.285
1.324
1.557
1.630
1.618
1.974
1.892
1.899
2.368
3.289
3.735

Ranking
19/58
20/60
20/61
23/73
20/80
15/84
22/87
22/88
13/90
7/89
7/93

Immediacy
index

Ranking

No. citations

0.169
0.255
1.022
1.204
1.376
1.962

46/84
28/87
4/88
2/90
4/89
2/93

4832
5216
5533
5842
6428
7079

Note: The journal impact factor is a measure of the frequency with which the
"average article" in a journal has been cited in a particular year. The impact factor
will help you evaluate a journal’s relative importance, especially when you compare
it to others in the same field. The impact factor is calculated by dividing the number
of current citations to articles published in the two previous years by the total
number of articles published in the two previous years.
The journal immediacy index is a measure of how quickly the "average article" in a
journal is cited. The Immediacy Index will tell you how often articles published in a
journal are cited within the same year. The Immediacy Index is calculated by
dividing the number of citations to articles published in a given year by the number
of articles published in that year.
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Table 3. Rank order and impact factor of the top ten titles among 93 public health journals
Rank order of journal
1. American J Epidemiology
2. Cancer, Epidemiology & Biomarkers
3. WHO Technical Report Series
4. Annual Reviews of Public Health
5. Environmental Health Perspectives
6. Epidemiology
7. International J Epidemiology
8. American J Public Health
9. American J Preventive Medicine
10. Tobacco Control
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Impact factor
4.933
4.500
4.484
4.293
3.939
3.84
3.735
3.241
3.188
3.159
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Table 4. Rejection Rates, International Journal of Epidemiology, 1993-2005
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

252/437
285/442
300/460
310/482
321/491
280/437
343/504
422/546
548/664*
497/625**
459/582***
548/647****
339/350*****

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

57.7%
64.5%
65.2%
64.3%
65.4%
64.1%
68.1%
77.3%
82.5%
79.5%
78.9%
84.7%
96.9%

*(excludes from the denominator, 12 being revised)
**(excludes from the denominator, 7 being revised and 5 withdrawn)

***(excludes from the denominator, 18 being revised and 4 withdrawn)
**** (excludes from the denominator 23 being revised and 1 withdrawn)
***** (exckudes from the denominator 35 being revised and 63 with reviewers)
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Table 5. Mean time (days) taken to notify authors of a decision, International Journal of Epidemiology, 1993-2005

Mean time (days) taken to notify authors of a decision
1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005*

63

52

67

62

67

61

41

28

26

22

18

18

18

82

81

93

86

95

101

90

83

72

75

81

79

60

Accepted/rejected
without review.
Time from receipt to
notifying decision.
Returned after
review
Time from receipt to
letter requesting
revision or rejecting
* up to 30th June 2005

Editor’s/Co-editor’s Report - IEA Triennial Report 2005

29

Table 6. Continent of Origin of Papers (determined by address of Corresponding author)

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005*

Europe

237
(49.2%)

259
(52.6%)

222
(43.7%)

225
(50.6%)

236
(45.8%)

262
(45.8%)

325
(48.1%)

275
(43.2%)

264
(43.7%)

296
(44.1%)

North
America

94
(19.5%)

90
(18.3%)

112
(22.0%)

97
(21.8%)

121
(23.5%)

129
(22.6%)

157
(23.2%)

151
(23.7%)

138
(22.8%)

139
(20.7%)

Asia

80
(16.6%)

88
(17.9%)

107
(21.1%)

73
(16.4%)

104
(20.2%)

120
(21.0%)

124
(18.3%)

134
(21.0%)

130
(21.5%)

127
(18.9%)

Africa

21
(4.4%)

13
(2.6%)

21
(4.1%)

18
(3.4%)

14
(2.7%)

16
(2.8%)

12
(1.8%)

11
(1.7%)

22
(3.6%)

22
(3.3%)

219
(48.9%
)
102
(22.7%
)
65
(14.5%
)
18
(4.0%)

Australasia

24
(5.0%)

19
(3.9%)

24
(4.7%)

13
(2.9%)

18
(3.5%)

19
(3.3%)

33
(4.9%)

35
(5.5%)

23
(3.8%)

54
(8.1%)

30
(6.7%)

Central &
South
America
All Countries

26
(5.4 %)

23
(4.7%)

22
(4.3%)

19
(4.3%)

22
(4.3%)

26
(4.6%)

25
(3.7%)

31
(4.9%)

27
(4.5%)

33
(4.9%)

14
(3.2%)

482
(100%)

492
(100%)

508
(100%)

444
(100%)

515
(100%)

572
(100%)

676
(100%)

637
(100%)

604
(100%)

671
(100%)

448
(100%)



to 30th June 2005
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Table 7: Outcome of papers submitted by continent of origin (determined by country of corresponding author)
2003
Outright Rejections
% (N) of area
submissions
57%
(264)

84

61%

(138)

25 (46%)

75

54%

(139)

23 (17%)

89

68%

(130)

25 (61%)

100

79%

(127)

4

18%

(22)

5 (28%)

10

45%

9

39%

(23)

5 (36%)

35

16

59%

(27)

5 (45%)

21

Number
Europe
North
America
Asia &
Middle
East
Africa
Australasia
Central &
Southern
America

2004
Outright Rejections

Rejected
with
Review
Number
(%)
42 (37%)

150

2005*
Outright Rejections
% (N) of area
submissions
68%
(219)

Rejected
with
Review
Number
(%)
19 (9%)

56

55%

(102)

18 (18%)

18 (14%)

40

62%

(65)

9 (14%)

(22)

6 (27%)

9

50%

(18)

3 (17%)

65%

(54)

7 (13%)

16

53%

(30)

4 (13%)

64%

(33)

8 (24%)

12

86%

(14)

0 (0%)

Number % (N) of area
submissions
188
64%
(296)

Rejected
with
Review
Number
(%)
55 (19%)

Number
148

* to 30th June
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Figure 1: Funds generated from IJE for IEA, running costs of IJE, and impact factor
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Figure 2 Impact Factor
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Figure 3. Immediacy Index
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Figure 4: Pdf full text downloads from web by year, 2001-4
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nb Google indexing was introduced mid-2003; searches via this have been more frequent than via PubMed
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Figure 5: Total full text downloads from web by year, 2001-4
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Figure 6. Institutes with access to IJE by mode of access
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Top 10 Full-text PDF Articles
Article

Requests

Times
Cited

Firearm-related deaths in the United States and 35 other high- and
upper-middle-income
Countries EG Krug, KE Powell, and LL Dahlberg (1998), Volume 27 Issue 2
214-221

2,737

45

Methodology for estimating regional and global trends of child
malnutrition
Mercedes de Onis, Monika Blössner, Elaine Borghi, Richard Morris, and
Edward A Frongillo
(2004), Volume 33 Issue 6 1260-1270

1,908

0

Prevalence of coronary heart disease and major cardiovascular risk
factors in Thailand
P Tatsanavivat, V Klungboonkrong, A Chirawatkul, K Bhuripanyo, A
Manmontri, H Chitanondh, and T Yipintsoi
(1998), Volume 27 Issue 3 405-409

1,795

14

Theories for social epidemiology in the 21st century: an ecosocial
perspective
Nancy Krieger (2001), Volume 30 Issue 4 668-677

1,760

63

Simple sample size calculation for cluster-randomized trials
RJ Hayes and S Bennett (1999), Volume 28 Issue 2 319-326

1,256

39

Point-Counterpoint: Health by association? Social capital, social theory, 1,130
and the political
Economy of public health Simon Szreter and Michael Woolcock
(2004), Volume 33 Issue 4 650-667

12

Prevalence proportion ratios: estimation and hypothesis testing
T Skov, J Deddens, MR Petersen, and L Endahl
(1998), Volume 27 Issue 1 91-95

1,126

68

Cross-national comparison of childhood obesity: the epidemic and the
relationship between
obesity and socioeconomic status Youfa Wang
(2001), Volume 30 Issue 5 1129-1136

1,091

31

Sick individuals and sick populations
Geoffrey Rose (2001), Volume 30 Issue 3 427-432

1,087

27

Fetal Origins: Fetal origins of adult disease: strength of effects and
biological basis
DJP Barker, JG Eriksson, T Forsén, and C Osmond
(2002), Volume 31 Issue 6 1235-1239

1,023

55
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Regional Councillor’s Reports
Africa
Councillor’s Name: CC Jinabhai
Period of Report: 2002 - 2005
Achievements:
Liaison & Consultation with members.
The period under review has been one of limited opportunities for growth and expansion of IEA activities for a
number of reasons. As mentioned in previous reports the African Region is very large, with a number of government,
education and training and research agencies struggling to meet the varied health, developmental and economic
challenges besetting the Region. Volunteerism in this context is very difficult to nurture. The main activities has been
the dissemination of IEA literature and news about the WCE 2005. During this year the main activities were
dissemination of information about the WCE and encouraging individuals, professional, epidemiological and
scientific organizations to attend the Conference.
A number of meetings were held to explore the possibility of joint activities and to increase the membership base of
IEA in Africa. One of the largest Public Health Associations in South Africa (PHASA) was established from the
previous Epidemiology Society of Southern Africa.
The PHASA is also in formal consultation with the National Dept of Health in South Africa and through it with the
Southern African Development Community (SADC) which constitutes a Regional grouping of 12 African countries.
The objective – common with the IEA – is to make available the expertise and knowledge base of both organisations
to tackle the major epidemics and health challenges facing Africa.
Contact with IEA members in Africa was mainly though letters, faxes and predominantly though e mails. Through
such activities a senior epidemiologist has been identified in Lesotho, for consideration of an IEA Fellowship / three
year membership, and it is hoped that she could serve as locus for expanding IEA activities in that country. An
expanded electronic bulletin board for the IEA African Region is one way in which it is proposed that we could
expand our outreach activities.
As a consequence of the lack of educational and research institutional capacity and infra-structure it has been
difficult for the Regional Councillor to coordinate joint-IEA activities with other academic, professional or research
activities, as is commonly practiced in some of our Regions. Compounded with this are the difficulties of accessing
the different countries in Africa and the associated costs of travel.
Several attempts were made to collaborate with the AFRO-Regional Office of WHO, based in Kinshasa, Congo
Brazzaville with limited success. The AFRO WHO Office has several initiatives and programmes which could
potentially benefit from greater interaction with IEA. A further development was the retirement of the previous
Regional Director of the AFRO Region of WHO retired in February 2005 and the new in-coming Regional Director
having to settle into his new position. It is hoped that once he has
settled in, it would be possible to explore formal cooperation, and through the WHO Office expand our activities into
other parts of Africa.
Expansion of the teaching and training of epidemiologists through the existing and new MPH and MSc programmes
through existing Schools of Public Health. Increasingly, we are attracting a larger number of students from other
African countries, coming to South Africa for epidemiological and Public Health training.
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Suggestions:
1 Expand an electronic bulletin board communication system with the existing membership.
2 Explore partnerships with Northern epidemiological training institutions- through the IEA training programme and
development grants – to increasing epidemiological training and research capacity.
3 Jointly co-sponsor scientific meetings in different parts of Africa.
The issue of HIV/AIDS was highlighted as a major global problem, and a request is made for IEA
involvement, especially with regards to training of epidemiologists in Africa. I would like to propose that as
part of the campaign on Volunteerism, expert trainers in the north be identified to mount either Summer or
Winter School for Epidemiology, modelled on the Florence programme.
Considerable disparities exist in this Region and its geographic vastness required active collaboration especially with
a group like the WHO to overcome some of the problems of collaboration and networking. Hence a concerted effort
by the Executive Committee to address this issue would be helpful.

Plan of Action:
During 2006 the Public Health Association of South Africa are planning to hold a Regional Conference of all
epidemiologists and public health practioners. In principle permission is requested from the Council to explore the
possibility of hosting jointly, with the IEA Africa Region as co-sponsor under the terms and conditions outlined in the
IEA Handbook.
In addition renewed attempts will be made to contact the WHO AFRO Regional Office and especially invite the
newly elected Regional Director to a joint meeting to explore grater collaboration.
Further discussions with and consultations through the Department of Health in South Africa to reach the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) members in the sub-region.

Signed:

Africa Report - IEA Triennial Report 2005

Date:

29 JULY 2005
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Eastern Mediterranean
Councillor’s Name:
Period of Report:

Hassan El Bushra

No Report Submitted
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Europe
Councillor’s Name:
Period of Report:

Miquel Porta
August 2004 – July 2005

1. Leadership in the organization of the upcoming IEA EEF European Congress of Epidemiology in Utrecht, The
Netherlands (28 June - 1 July 2006).
2. Promotion in Europe of the World Congress of Epidemiology in Bangkok.
3. Promotion of IEA EEF in Western Europe.
4. IEA EEF Newsletter, issue no 4 of Winter 2004-2005(Attached).
5. Promoting funding for epidemiology research in the European Union: A text was prepared by Drs. Saracci, Olsen
and Hofman, with input from others, as a press release for the Porto congress; it was subsequently revised and
distributed to the IEA EEF Societies. Based on this document an Editorial was published in the BMJ on June 2005.
6. We continued promoting the Florence Summer course.
7. The IEA EEF Board approved a proposal to create an award (of maybe 1,000€ approximately) to the best Ph.D.
Thesis. A set of rules is pending to be approved.
8. Information on IEA EEF National Societies in the IEA website was constantly updated in collaboration with Dr.
Florey
9. We continued to operate IEA EEF News, the email based info service.
10. Discussion with epidemiological societies (Poland, Italy....) on bids to host the 2007 IEA EEF European
Congress of Epidemiology.
11. Abstracts of IEA-EEF European Congress of Epidemiology (Porto 2004) were published in peer-reviewed journal
and available online. They were sent to Council Members immediately after the Congress.
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Please see attached documents:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

1 issue of the IEA EEF Newsletter (Winter 2004-05)
IEA-EEF Board Meeting (Porto, Sept. 2004). Please see draft of Minutes attached.
~10 IEA EEF News / emails to members (Sept 2004 - August. 2005)
In-depth, proactive update of IEA-EEF members’ emails.
Secretariat in Barcelona active and responsive (special thanks to Dr Jaume Marrugat, Secretary of the IEA
EEF, and to Yolanda Ferrer).

A CD with numerous files comprising all the essential documents of my tenure has been complied for the new
European councillor. Copies have been given to Dr. Florey and Dr. Mandil. If any other member of the Council
wishes to receive a copy, please let me know.

Suggestions:

Signed:
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Latin America & Caribbean
Councillor’s Name: Mauricio L. Barreto
Period of Report: 2002 - 2005
Achievements:
1.

Several contacts have been made with different organizations in a continued effort to create links between
IEA in LA&C and others governamental or non-governamental organizations: a) Brazilian Public Health
Association (ABRASCO) and in special its Epidemiologic Committee; b) ALAESP (Latin American Association of
Public Health Schools), participation in the ALAESP Annual meeting in Brasília, 2003, and discussion with the
ALAESP President on future collaborations in aspects related with epidemiology; c) Pan American Health
Organization, meeting with several officers from PAHO HC in Washington, DC by December 2002 and
briefings with PAHO Representatives in Brazil (Dr. Jacobo Fikenlman and Dr. Toro); d) Briefings with the
Brazilian Vice-Ministers for Health Surveillance (Dr. Jarbas Barbosa), and Science & Technology (Dr Moises
Goldaum), Ministry of Health, Brazil. As result of these first round of contacts a Working Group was created in
2003 with the objective of elaborating the basis for a strategic plan for the development of epidemiology in LA &
C. It was composed by: Dr. Mauricio Barreto (chair) IEA; Dr. Gulnar Mendonça and Dr. Marilia Carvalho,
ABRASCO; Dr. José Escamilla, PAHO and Dra. Regina Fernandes, Ministry of Health, Brazil.

2.

Organization of the 6th IEA LA&C Regional Scientific Meeting associated with the Brazilian Epidemiology
Meeting. The 6th RSM was organized with success associated with the VI Brazilian Epidemiology Meeting, held
in the city of Recife, Brazil, in the period 19-23 June, 2004. The Brazilian Epidemiology Meeting occurs at each 3
years and it is organized by ABRASCO (Brazilian Association of Collective Health). Approximately 3000 people
participated in the joint meetings. In the period of 19-20 August, the Working Group organized a workshop
“Epidemiology in Latin America and Caribbean: discussing an agenda for its development” to present and
discuss their views with a larger audience. 34 leading epidemiologists from 12 different Latin America and
Caribbean countries participate in the workshop, including representatives of: ISEE and INCLEN in Latin
America, Office of Global Health/CDC-USA and PAHO-Brazil. The workshop was funded by a grant from the
Brazilian Ministry of Health (it covered air tickets, daily allowance and other administrative expenditures) and
had full support from ABRASCO. The main achievement of the Workshop was the decision to organize the Latin
American and Caribbean Epidemiology Network (EPILAC). An interim secretariat for EPILAC was constituted
and was composed by: IEA Regional Councilor – Mauricio Barreto, INCLEN Regional Representative – Sergio
Munhoz, ISEE Regional Representative – Nelson Gouveia, and were elected Sug-regional Representatives:
Mexico: Jacobo Finkelman, Caribbean – Daniel Millord (Cuba); Central America – Maria Carmen Greco
(Panama); Andean Region- Guillermo Llanos (Colombia); South Cone – Paulina Pino (Chile); Brazil – Maria do
Carmo Leal and Maria Regina Fernandes Oliveira. At its first meeting in Recife the Secretariat defined as
immediate actions: to write up the network by-laws, to setup a website and to raise funds for future activities.
The two major priorities of the network must be the development of training opportunities and research
collaborations in the region. Another important decision was to produce a special issue of the Revista Brasileira
de Epidemiologia (Brazilian Journal of Epidemiology) with papers evaluating the situation of epidemiology
teaching, practices and research at different LA&C countries. The editors of this special issue are: Cesar
Victora, Rita Barata, Miguel Schiavone and Mauricio Barreto. The Website has been designed and it is now in
process of building up. It will be housed in FIOCRUZ-Rio de Janeiro;

3.

Set up with ABRASCO the working group responsible for planning and develop the Brazilian candidacy to
house the XVIII World Congress of Epidemiology, presented to the IEA council;

4.

Permanent campaign to make IEA mission known to LA&C epidemiologists and in last instance to raise
regional membership. The councilor has had a role in the organization and/or participation in several meetings
(e.g., Brazilian Epidemiology Meeting/IEA RSM, Recife, 2004; Argentinean Epidemiology Meeting, Rosario,
2004; Seminar on Chronic Diseases Epidemiology, São Paulo, 2005, Seminar on Longitudinal Studies, Rio de
Janeiro, 2005 etc.). In all these events he has had the opportunity to address large audiences of
epidemiologists; and in all his speeches/ lectures/debates made in these opportunities has stressed the
importance of IEA mission towards the development of epidemiology worldwide and shown the advantages of
epidemiologists to join IEA.
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Suggestions:



IEA Executive Council must intensify contacts with similar international organizations (e.g., ISEE, INCLEN
etc) and WHO to coordinate its regional actions.



IEA to be more active and outspoken in relation to global/regional health problems.



IEA to be more active in raising funds, directly or throughout its membership, to support relevant and
regionally based training or research programs

Plan of Action:
1. To consolidate the Latin American and Caribbean Network of Epidemiology (EPILAC) and explore all its
potential to become the convergence point of LA&C epidemiologists;
2. To continue the efforts towards making IEA known and respected by LA&C epidemiologists and to raise the
regional membership;
3. In case of the Brazilian proposal to house the XVIII WCE be approved in Bangkok, to participate actively in
its organization understanding it as an special opportunity to consolidate IEA in the Region;
4. To make all the efforts to organize a LA&C based epidemiology training program.

Signed:
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North America
Councillor’s Name: Eduardo L. Franco
Period of Report: 2002-2005
Achievements:
As representative of North America’s Regional Office, I endeavoured to divulge the principles and goals of the IEA to
the professional community in the US and in Canada. I served as liaison between the IEA and the two main
professional associations in the region, the Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) and the Canadian Society of
Epidemiology & Biostatistics (CSEB). My intention was always to foster an international engagement and focus for
North American epidemiologists and students. I worked closely with the IEA Council in providing a platform for
discussion of emerging concerns on issues related to research funding, teaching, ethics, volunteerism, scientific
conduct, and new directions for the profession. I also vigorously promoted the IEA within North America. Specifically,
these are the actions that I took during my term in the Regional Councillor’s Office (no specific order):
1. I have maintained conference calls and exchanged e-mails with Drs. Betsy Foxman and George Kaplan to plan
the contribution of the IEA in the blueprint of a concerted effort among 18 epidemiologic societies in harmonizing
goals and optimizing plans of action. The end result will be an IEA symposium dedicated to international
epidemiology themes during the 2006 North American Congress.
2. I submitted promotional advertisements extolling the advantages of IEA membership to readers of professional
society newsletters. I posted promotional ads in the SER and CSEB newsletters.
3. I sent two letters to the database of 438 North American members via mass electronic mailings. In these letters I
invited them to attend the WCE-2005 and the Regional Workshop that I will chair in Bangkok. I also added the
usual promotional material and urged members to pay their dues. I used the opportunity to collect the e-mails
that were in error and prepared a listing of such problems to allow my successor and the IEA secretariat with the
means to update and correct the database of North American members.
4. I placed an advertisement in a commercially-run printed newsletter, The Epidemiology Monitor, which has a paid
readership of 2,000 and an estimated readership of 4,000-6,000 professionals of epidemiology disciplines.
These ads appeared in the two Fall 2004 issues of the newsletter. Each took half a page, which made it highly
visible. The cost (US$535.50) was covered by my own funds to avoid tapping into IEA’s resources. The
Epidemiology Monitor circulates internationally. The ad served not only to promote the IEA in my region but
internationally as well. The layout for this ad and its content were replicated by the IEA Council in a series of
similar ads placed in the International Journal of Epidemiology.
5. I assisted the Brazilian candidates for the 2008 WCE with information that they should use in submitting a bid to
the IEA Council.
6. I hosted an IEA event as part of the June 28-30, 2005 Conjoint Meeting of the SER and CSEB in Toronto,
Canada. I chaired an IEA-sponsored symposium entitled “Cervical Cancer Prevention: Has Epidemiology
Helped?” which featured Dr. Matti Hakama, from Finland, and Dr. Howard Strickler, from the US, as speakers, in
addition to myself. I also hosted an IEA-sponsored roundtable session during the same conference that was
entitled “Should Epidemiologists Assume a Larger Political Role in Developing Countries?” This session focused
on strategies for North American epidemiologists to establish international collaborative ties in developing
countries that are based in the highest possible standards of community ethics. Both events were widely
promoted as IEA-sponsored sessions.
7. I have worked with Dr. Jørn Olsen and Dr. Sander Greenland in planning a workshop on epidemiologic methods
that will take place in late 2006 or early 2007 and will be hosted in Los Angeles. A preliminary program has been
drafted and is currently under revision. This workshop will be held as a joint North American and European IEA
activity. Dr. Buffler will be invited to join in as organizer of this activity upon my departure from Council.
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8. I used my own lecturing activities as a promotional vehicle. I have a very busy lecturing agenda as part of
national (one-third) and international (two thirds) meetings and courses. As an example, in 2004, I gave 37
invited lectures in North America and internationally. So far in 2005, I proffered 19 such lectures. I always take
the time to speak very positively about the IEA to those attending my courses and lectures.

9. Following a request by the IEA Council, I drafted a 3600-word document containing a series of guidelines
concerning our society’s position on the organization of WCEs. This document covers all phases of the
organization and contains useful advice to present and future WCE hosts. It will be brought for discussion during
Council’s business meetings at the Bangkok WCE.
10. I volunteered to teach a half-day course on cancer epidemiology and prevention during the 2005 WCE in
Bangkok. This course will be held on August 21, 2005. I have provided a collection of the slides to be used in the
course for the organizers to provide the students.
11. Despite the multiple demands on my time, I have been a responsive member of Council by contributing ideas
and positions via our multiple e-mail exchanges of the past three years. As of today, my records indicate that
Council members exchanged over 1300 IEA business-related messages since mid-August 2002, when I began
my term. I sent 270 of these messages, either as original correspondence or in reply to messages that required
response. I participated in all three face-to-face meetings held by Council during my term (Montreal-2002,
Toledo-2003, and Bangkok-2004). I will be present in the next one in Bangkok during WCE-2005. I believe my
assistance has been particularly useful in providing the Bangkok WCE organizers with my experience as host of
the 2002 WCE in Montreal. I have been also a strong proponent of the regional workshops as a permanent
component of all future WCEs.
12. The 2002-05 term was my only one as Councillor for North America. I did not run for re-election. Since Dr.
Patricia Buffler’s election, I have welcomed her to the IEA Council and provided her with valuable information to
help her in preparing a work plan as new Councillor. I continue working with her to allow a smooth transition
between my term and hers. I have asked Dr. Betsy Foxman (see above re: 2006 North American Congress) to
continue working with Dr. Buffler as the new IEA representative. I will of course continue to be available to
Council if the need arises.
In all, during my entire term I have requested only $2400 from the society’s treasury to cover this year’s IEAsponsored symposium in Toronto.
Plan of Action:
Not applicable (I leave office in August 2005)
Suggestions:
I will bring these to the meeting in Bangkok

Signed:
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South East Asia
Councillor’s Name: Babu L. Verma
Period of Report: 2002 - 2005
Achievements:

Since I took over as SEA Councillor in 2002 at Montreal (Canada), I pursued some of the activities of
the Association in the Region. My achievements with regard to the above, have been as under:
i)

INCLEN Collaboration: The XXth INCLEN Global Meeting took place at Agra (India) on 11-14
February 2004 on the theme “Leveraging Research Through Policy and Practice”. We collaborated
with this INCLEN Global Meeting by organizing a Symposium on “Capacity Enhancement Needs in
Epidemiology & Biostatistics in SEA Region”. Professor Chitr Sitthi–Amorn, our President, chaired
this Symposium and I acted as the Symposium organizer and one of its speakers. Around 15 IEA
members from this Region attended this Global Meeting.
In turn, on our invitation, INCLEN collaborated with us in our recent “8th IEA SEA Regional
Scientific Meeting” that we organized at Jhansi (U.P.), India, on 5 – 8 December 2004. The
IndiaCLEN and SEACLEN–on behalf of the INCLEN, jointly organized a Symposium, entitled,
“Leveraging Research Through Policy and Practice in Public Health - Some Contributions of
INCLEN in SEA” in our above Regional Meeting. Also, around 10 INCLEN faculties from SEAR
attended our above Meeting. This INCLEN Symposium was well received by the attending delegates.
We intend to further strengthen IEA–INCLEN collaboration in the SEA Region in coming 3 years.

ii)

Organization of a Regional Scientific Meeting: On 5-8 December 2004, we organized “8th IEA
South East Asia Regional Scientific Meeting (RSM)” at Jhansi (U.P.), India, with myself as the keyorganizer. So far, IEA SEA Region has organized 3 RSMs in the years 1986, 2002 and 2004 in India
and all these RSMs have taken place in the city of Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh where I presently work. I
was the main organizer of the last two RSMs.
The theme of the 2004 RSM was “Globalization of Health: Challenges & Opportunities in
Developing Countries”. This Meeting was co-sponsored by series of international, regional and
national agencies, such as – World Health Organization-South East Asia Region, WHO India
Country Office, UNICEF India Country Office, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government
of India and Indian Council of Medical Research etc. The organizations which collaborated with this
Meeting were – INCLEN, The Population Council-South Asia and the PATH India Country Office.
There were 268 delegates in the Meeting with 51 from countries other than India. From the IEA
Council, Dr. Jørn Olsen – IEA President-Elect, Dr. George Davey-Smith, IJE Editor and Dr. C. C.
Jinabhai, African Councillor, attended this Meeting. The scientific programme of this 4-day Meeting,
consisted of 2 workshops –one, on ‘Systematic Reviews & Meta-Analysis’ and the other, on
‘Scientific Writing’. The 5 Plenary Sessions were on topics –Health Globalization, Millennium
Development Goals, Large Pregnancy Cohorts, 3 x 5 Initiatives in HIV/AIDS, Equitable Coverage in
Immunization, Child Survival, Marginal Budgeting for Bottlenecks and Mendallian Randomization
etc. There were 11 Symposia on different priority topics. In all, 47 presentations were made in 9 Oral
Sessions. Similarly, 74 Posters were exhibited in 3 Poster Sessions. To enhance the quality of these
Poster presentations, the Posters were made competitive and their evaluation was done by 3
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independent teams of judges. Finally, 6 Posters– top 2 presentations from each Poster Session, were
awarded prizes.
iii) Regional Membership: Besides my routine efforts to increase Regional membership, I made some
special efforts to enroll new members at the following 3 national, regional and international scientific
meetings, held in India during 2004 – 2005.
a)
XXth INCLEN Global Meeting, held at Agra (India) on 11-14 February 2004.
b)
8th IEA SEA Regional Scientific Meeting, held at Jhansi (U.P.), India on 5-8 December
2004.
c)
22nd Annual Conference of the Indian Society for Medical Statistics (ISMS), held at
Pondicherry (India) on 21-23 January 2005.
Through my above efforts, I succeeded in motivating about 1 ½ dozen epidemiologists, biostatisticians and other professionals to join IEA and about 1 dozen have already joined and some
others are in the process of joining it. But on the other hand, some epidemiologists who were annual
members did not renew their membership in the subsequent years. Further, I am quite unhappy over
the low membership of IEA from the Region. As I told you earlier, still there is no member from
countries viz. Srilanka, North Korea, Myanmar, Bhutan & Maldives. To have IEA membership from
these countries, some special efforts need to be made in coming years
iv) Invitation to IEA SEAR for a Consultation Meeting on Health Policy by Government of India:
Ministry of Health, Government of India and US Embassy in India, organized, on 16-17 September
2004, a “National Consultation,” involving 78 public health experts from the country and several
leaders of public health from renowned institutes in developed countries and international agencies.
The purpose was to discuss “Institutes of Public Health in India: From Concept to Reality” and thus,
to provide support to Government’s efforts to strengthen public health capacity building in the
country. In this Consultation Meeting, IEA SEAR was also invited and I, as IEA Councillor, attended
it and actively participated in its discussions .To the best of my knowledge, IEA was involved by the
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India, for such an important health policy
Consultation Meeting for the first time.
Suggestions:

Some of my suggestions to improve IEA activities – in general, and particularly in SEAR, are given as
under:
i)
The present WHO–IEA link is somewhat ‘weak’. It needs to be strengthened. Our involvement
and interactions in one–another’s meetings should be improved and IEA should reap benefits of
this improved relationship.
ii)
The present IEA membership is annual and 3–yearly only. Under this provision, on one side,
we enroll new members but at the same time, we lose some of our membership as, at times, the
members do not agree to renew their membership. To check this, we should start
10 –
yearly membership of IEA.
iii)
Our bursary programme encourages youngsters to attend IEA meetings. However, there is no
provision of supporting relatively senior IEA members for this purpose. This needs to be looked
into.
Invitation to Councillors for attending IEA Council Meeting and similar Invitation and Letters of Acceptance of
Abstracts to the prospective delegates of WCEs, must be sent 3-4 months in advance.
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Plan of Action:

During my forthcoming term as IEA Councillor (2005-2008), SEA Region intends to:
i)
hold a Regional Scientific Meeting during coming 3 years. I will explore possibilities for this
purpose by contacting relevant persons in the Region, and
ii)
continue its present efforts to strengthen Regional Membership by adopting various appropriate
possible methods for this purpose.

Signed:
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Western Pacific
Councillor’s Name: Takesumi Yoshimura
Period of Report: 2004 - 2005
Achievements:
1.

Encouragement to attend WCE 2005 Bangkok.
Japan Epidemiological Association (President: Dr. Takesumi Yoshimura) has established travel fellowship to
support young epidemiologists in Japan for active participation (paper submission should be accepted) of WCE
2005 Bangkok. Among 16 applicants, 10 epidemiologists (7 Japanese and 3 foreign scientists studying in
Japan) were chosen as travel fellows by selection committee members. Call for papers for WCE 2005 Bangkok
have been informed and encouraged, taking various opportunities, such as domestic epidemiological meetings,
international epidemiological meetings, etc.

2.

Recruitment of regional members.
As indicated in my part report, recruitment of regional members have been carried out, taking various
opportunities such as international / domestic epidemiological or epidemiology related scientific meetings, etc.
According to the membership list prepared by secretary’s office, 341 members (207 active, 134 inactive
members) were listed in Western Pacific Region.

Suggestions:
1.

Global and Regional Membership Campaign.
As described in the IEA Newsletter June 2005, current IEA members only represent a very small fraction of the
actual body of active professional working in the field of epidemiology. In the Western Pacific Region,
information on IEA general, benefit of membership, sponsorship for members from less-developed countries,
etc. should be more distributed repeatedly through various channels, especially International Journal of
Epidemiology.

2.

Western Pacific Regional Epidemiology Network.
During my duty periods, it was difficult for me to set up Western Pacific Regional Epidemiology Network due to
various reasons. Now this network could be established and activated because of drastic change of internet
environment under rapid globalization era. We provide Epidemiology Network for various health crisis, such as
emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases, bio and chemical terrorism, and mutual communication.
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Plan of Action:
Following plan might be followed by incoming regional councilor.
1.

Establishment of regional epidemiology network.
Face to face communication should be encouraged in various scientific meetings (domestic/international).
Besides, internet communication could strengthen the network activity (thorough Home Page, through individual
member based). IEA WPRO office be requested to have mutual communications to WHO WPRO office.

2.

Recruitment of new members.
Information of IEA membership should be informed especially to epidemiologists from less-developed countries
through various media.

3.

Regional scientific meeting in the terms 2005 – 2008.
Councilor of Western Pacific Region should negotiate possible organizes to hold IEA regional scientific meeting.
Signed:
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Final Report of the Nominating Committee
for the election of Regional Councillors and Executive Committee Officers for the 2005-2008 term
The Nominating Committee, composed of C du V Florey (chairman), C Victora, CC Jinabhai and H. Armenian,
consulted between its members via e-mail and, when appropriate, between the chairman and the current Councillors
and Executive Committee members. Consultations were started in June 2003. Candidates were sought first by
advertisement in the International Journal of Epidemiology, the Newsletter, the IEA-EEF Newsletter and on the IEA
web site and then by direct emailing of members in the regions of Latin America & the Caribbean, North America and
the Western Pacific. It was noted that about 10-15% of email addresses held by the IEA Secretary at that time were
invalid. This has since been substantially reduced.
Regional Councillors’ election.
By August 2004 the Nominating Committee had identified candidates for the positions of Regional Councillor
adopting as selection criteria: (a) a member of the IEA; (b) a professional curriculum showing a continuing
involvement in epidemiological work at the research, teaching or public health levels; (c) evidence of activity in
scientific national and international societies related to epidemiology; (d) an implied willingness to devote
appropriate time to fulfill the Regional Councillor duties as described in the Council Handbook. The candidates
proposed by the Nominating Committee were:
- African Region : one candidate from South Africa
- Eastern Mediterranean Region : four candidates from Saudi Arabia, Iran and Iraq
- European Region : two candidates from Germany and Denmark
- Latin America & Caribbean Region : one candidate from Brazil
- North American Region : four candidates from Canada and the USA
- South-East Asian Region : three candidates from India
- Western Pacific Region : two candidates from Australia and Japan
The candidates’ names and details were circulated among the membership in the paper entitled Ballot
January 2005. The election took place in March-May 2005. A rather low overall turn out was achieved
(31%). It is the Committee’s belief that the inconvenience of having to mail the voting slip to the Secretary
(involving for some the trouble and expense of obtaining a stamp of the appropriate value) contributed to the
low turn out. We respectfully suggest to Council that on the next occasion an email vote is carried out
among all those for whom the IEA has email addresses. Email replies should cause little inconvenience to
the voter.
Section 1.01 Executive Committee Officers
By August 2004 one candidate for president, two for secretary and three for treasurer had been identified.
However, on the withdrawal of candidates for treasurer, David Wegman offered to continue for a third term.
Criteria for selection were similar to those applied to prospective Councillors, with criteria (c) and particularly (d)
being more demanding for Officers than for Councillors. The following have been nominated as candidates for
election at the second IEA Business meeting in Bangkok:
President Elect : Neil Pearce from New Zealand
Secretary : Ahmed Mandil (current secretary) from Egypt and Walter Portugal Benevides from Peru
Treasurer : David Wegman (current treasurer) of the USA
David Wegman and Ahmed Mandil are already on Council. Walter Portugal Benevides put his own name forward
and his nomination was supported by César Victora. On the withdrawal of a single candidate for the presidencyelect, Neil Pearce was invited by Council in 2005 to accept nomination.
The Nominating Committee
Charles Florey, Chairman
Noddy Jinabhai, member

César Victora, member
Harutune Armenian, member

20 June, 2005
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Council Meetings
Toledo, Spain 29 – 30 September 2003

Meeting Minutes
First Day:
September 29, 2003
1. In attendance
C. Sitthi-Amorn, A. Mandil, D. Wegman, C. Florey, S. Ebrahim, CC. Jinabhai, M. Barreto, M. Porta, E. Franco,
BL. Verma, T. Yoshimura

2. Apologies
El-Bushra, Saracci: apologized
Olsen: faced flight problems, will attend 2nd day

3. Approval of minutes of IEA Council meetings



August 17-18, 2002 meeting: approved
August 22-23, 2002 meeting: Approved in content.
Should be re-modeled to be in paragraphs (Florey, Mandil)

4. Matters arising
Task force for volunteerism:
Guidelines are needed for special cases: participation in WHO regional meetings, joint meetings with other
societies (e.g. INCLEN). The Handbook should be fostered with such guidelines for different cases. Florey
will help in this regard and circulate with the Council.
A celebration was organized by George Davey Smith and Shah Ebrahim last November 2002, to celebrate
John Pemberton’s birthday, along with important presentations, including one on the future of IEA by SitthiAmorn. Presentations during this event will be made available on the IEA website.
It was suggested by Porta that presentations during IEA meetings would be made available on the website, or
in special IJE issues. Ebrahim mentioned that the latter may not be always feasible, as conference
presentations are not always publishable, and would need a lot of editing. Furthermore, requests to authors /
presenters for full manuscripts, for the sake of publishing proceedings, before / after meetings are rarely
seriously considered by such authors. In addition the costs of producing supplements to the IJE are
considerable.
#Yoshimura managed to fund participants (on Japanese budget) to participate in the INCLEN meeting in
Kunmin, February 19 - 22, 2003 for which he is acknowledged.
Sitthi-Amorn gave an opening as well as a plenary presentation during the Meeting, which were both very
well received.
Franco emphasized that networking with other societies is always useful, but priority should be given, when
considering IEA support of participants, to the IEA global / regional meetings’ membership participation.

5. Report of the President
Sitthi-Amorn emphasized that from now on: specific actions need to be taken, rather than waiting for more
responses, as time is running by, and actual actions will be expected of the Council.
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Document on: “Regionalization of IEA” was distributed. It included a list of different organizations, societies
and agencies which IEA could collaborate with. Regions are in a position to deal with countries and have
stronger impact on future of epidemiology.
Page (8) has specific proposals in this regard.
Yoshimura, and other Council members, were supportive of the proposals by the President in this regard,
utilizing professional capacities of IEA.
Mandil emphasized that communication is very important in order to achieve such targets: both within the
Council itself, and between councillors and IEA members in the Member States of their respective regions,
and so on. The establishment of Regional Committees with local focal points is mandatory for regionalization
of IEA. He argued that the role IEA plays in the international arena is not visible, although it is the mother
organization of epidemiologists worldwide.
Porta proposed that email is not useful and practical anymore. Other web-based means of communication
should be now used, e.g. web-based chat rooms between IEA members (whether Council members or
others); soliciting papers and statements on the IEA website for hot public health issues, e.g. SARS, where
IEA did not have a specific statement. In addition, he suggested that IEA Council members play a more
active role in the online IJE.
Jinabhai emphasized that volunteerism could be strengthened by cooperation with and utilization of WHO
regional offices networks and infra-structure, which would help joint / collaborative activities take place.
Barreto emphasized that the IJE is the main visibility tool of IEA; it has to reflect on the main public health
issues of the world, and address them in a timely and efficient manner. He added that the role of the
councillors has to be fostered, and funds have to be made available to facilitate activities.
Ebrahim mentioned that we have to be realistic about what IEA could really do, but at the same time
appreciate its contributions and activities, compared to other similar societies currently active on the
international arena. He added that: compared to other societies, we are organizing many more global
(triennial / regular) and regional meetings, and produce the IJE on bimonthly basis. Volunteerism could be
good, but may be difficult to implement under current infrastructure and resources, he argued. Cochrane
Collaboration has been successful because it has been addressing very specific tasks and proposals, for
which they managed to raise necessary funds to fulfill such tasks. He added that the publication schedule of
IJE may not enable it to reflect on current public health events as they unfold, but may be able to publish
more in-depth articles later on, which could stand the test of time, and act as important information resources
in the future. As an example, an open letter was published about the Iraq War, in which the implications on
public health of inhabitants of Iraq were reflected upon.
Florey reminded the Council on the document of the “Future of IEA”, which has emphasized that the
volunteerism issue has a very important contribution from IEA to epidemiologists worldwide. The mandate of
the IEA President is clear, in this respect. Communication and education should continue to be mandates for
furthering epidemiology by IEA in the world. Members are expecting some feed-back and value of becoming
members, he added. He proposed that a pilot for implementation of volunteerism within regions should be
carried out first, before we go internationally with other organizations to cooperate in this respect. No system
exists, within IEA, for dealing with public health emergencies, such as SARS. IEA resources should thus be
utilized to help out in this regard.

Summary by Sitthi-Amorn




IEA should uphold technical aspects, and apply them to public health issues
IEA should fund piloting of volunteerism in one-two regions.
IJE, as main vehicle of IEA, should reflect on issues of IEA policy issues, and
its active role in the world.
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Florey was asked to develop a working paper on: “volunteerism”, with detailed input from and
collaboration with the Regional Councillors.

6. Report of the Secretary
Mandil reflected upon the achievements of the Secretariat, with special emphasis on: relocation activities
from Baltimore to Alexandria; establishment of the new office; communication with and between councillors;
current status of membership; global membership campaign / privacy policy; IEA/OUP agreement by which
OUP handles renewals; production of the Newsletter (April, 2003); reports of regional councillors; inviting bids
for WCE 2008; sponsored memberships.
The following proposals / decisions were made by the Council:













Sending two reminders for members to renew their memberships, instead of one, with a nice /
suitable cover letter (in coordination between the Secretariat & OUP)
Postponement of introducing online applications for the moment, until security of credit card
information is ensured (Florey will find out about companies which work in the field of
protection of information and security of credit card information, on the web)
Informing Regional Councillors about new members from their respective regions, on regular
basis (Secretariat).
Looking into the cost-effectiveness of including a free copy of: “A Dictionary of
Epidemiology” with new 3 year memberships, versus non-3 year memberships over the past
few years (statistics to be prepared by the Secretariat, in coordination with records available
with ex-secretariat, i.e. Ms Harriett Telljohann in Baltimore)
Circulating a modified draft of the Privacy Policy to all Councillors, for its final approval
(Florey)
Approving launching the global membership campaign, taking into account the Privacy Policy
(Mandil, all Regional Councillors)
Distributing an abridged regional data-base of members (name, address, email address), to
the respective Regional Councillors, to facilitate communication with members, and
participate in the global membership campaign (Mandil)
Rejecting requests for IEA membership mailing lists, but welcome putting ads in the IJE
Processing applications for sponsorship, from the Secretary’s office with OUP, but making
sure that such sponsored people pay for their membership after the first 3 years of
sponsorship (two from each region).
Developing an action plan for improving membership, especially among young
epidemiologists by a sub-committee (Franco, Florey, Yoshimura, Porta, and Mandil)
Establishing a “Pemberton Fund” to encourage young epidemiologists become IEA members
and WCE attendance, after obtaining the consent of Dr John Pemberton (Wegman, Florey,
Ebrahim)

7. Report of the Treasurer
Wegman presented IEA’s financial report for the first year, which was approved by the Council.
In addition a proposal to continue the practice of a reviewed financial statement rather than a formal audit
was also approved.
Porta proposed increasing the Regional Councillor’s allocation from $ 1,000 to
$ 2,000. A sub-committee is to work on a proposal for line-items for regional expenditure. It should address:
a) regional councillor activities, b) travel bursaries, and c) joint work with other organizations in the Region
(e.g. WHO, INCLEN); taking note of the reserve funds (Barreto, Jinabhai and Verma).
The proposal for investing 40 % of IEA’s reserve funds with Columbia Partners, or any other investing
company in the money market, was postponed for the moment.
A review of the practice of reimbursing councillors a per diem rate of $30/day when attending official meetings
not otherwise supported was reaffirmed.
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8. Report of the Editor
Ebrahim presented the IJE Editor’s report, indicating the impact factor is 2.368 (13 / 90); immediacy index
1.204 (2 / 90), with a rejection rate of 85 %, much higher than many other journals in the field. Commissioned
papers were favoured by readership for downloads from August 2002 to July 2003.
News and notes section could be the best place for IEA Council news and regional activities to be placed.
The IEA Newsletter could also be published within this section of the IJE, if this was possible.
Porta was concerned whether IJE is getting the best articles by the best authors in the field of epidemiology,
and gave the example of “hormone replacement therapy” (HRT), where not much was published about it in
the Journal. Ebrahim mentioned that much has been published on HRT in Lancet and elsewhere.
Ebrahim also added that the IJE has tried hard to include articles from different parts of the world

9. Reports from Regional Councillors
Africa & Europe postponed to Tuesday (September 30, 2003) morning
a. Eastern Mediterranean
Mandil presented the report previously communicated to Secretariat on behalf of El-Bushra

Planned meetings
2003: December 9-11, Ahwaz, Iran
2004: October, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia (pending confirmation by local organizers, King Faisal Specialist
Hospital & Research Center)
Council asked that solutions to problems indicated in the report (as low membership on the region) should be
suggested, to become points for action

b. Latin America & Caribbean
Barreto presented the report circulated to the Council.

Planned meeting
2004: June 19-23, Recife, Brazil
Olsen emphasized the importance of WHO’s collaboration (PAHO) with IEA in the region

c. North America
Franco presented the report circulated to the Council.
He emphasized that the current collaboration, which he represents IEA in, with Betsy Foxman, will allow for
IEA representation in the joint work of the 15 epidemiological national (US, Canada) / international societies.
He will explore the possibility of a Pan-American meeting in conjunction with the IEA/SA-C meeting in Brazil,
during June 2004 (i.e. North-South American meeting)

d. South East Asia
Verma presented the report circulated to the Council.
He emphasized the importance of strengthening biostatistics in SEAR, in collaboration with WHO.

Planned meetings
2004: February 11-14, India (jointly with INCLEN: IndiaCLEN / SEACLEN)
2004: December 5-8, India

e. Western Pacific
Yoshimura presented the report circulated to the Council.
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He mentioned that he managed to organize / fund a “Cardiovascular Epidemiology Workshop” in the Kunmin
INCLEN meeting, on behalf of IEA, using Japanese funds to support 4 epidemiologists.
The possibility of holding a regional meeting in conjunction with the WCE in Bangkok, August 2005, will be
looked at.

1st day Council Meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm
Second Day:
September 30, 2003
Olsen joined the meeting.

f. Africa
Jinabhai presented the African Regional report, circulated to the Council.
Joint meetings are currently explored, including with WHO/AFRO (2004) and ISEE (2005)

g. Europe
Porta reflected on the different activities carried out by the IEA EEF; planning for and organization of the
European Regional Toledo meeting; EEF Newsletter. He added that members of National European
Epidemiology Societies (e.g. in Spain, Holland, France, Germany, Italy, England, etc) greatly exceed IEA
membership in Europe; hence joint membership would be quite useful, if we manage to convince such
members with benefits of IEA membership

Meetings
Planning meeting: end of November 2002 in Barcelona (for IEA EEF)
Regional meetings:
2003: October 1-4, Toledo, Spain
2004: September 8-11, Porto, Portugal
2006: Utrecht, Netherlands

10. Relations with WHO
Saracci sent his report to the meeting, which was tabled:
The Council recommended:






Fostering cooperation between WHO and IEA (Saracci, Sitthi-Amorn, Regional
Councillors)
Maintaining the affiliation status with WHO, and renew necessary plans in this
regard (Saracci)
Asking Saracci to kindly coordinate with Council members, especially
Regional Councillors in this regard, and make use of IEA members who work
with WHO, e.g. R. Beaglehole, R. Bonita, and H. El-Bushra.
Supporting WHO liaison to attend Council meetings.

11. XVII WCE, Bangkok, Thailand, August 2005
Sitthi-Amorn presented a report on the preparatory steps taken so far, for the WCE in Bangkok, August 2005,
and a draft “Programme-at-a-Glance” to the Council.
Intensive communication has been carried out with many organizations working in the field of epidemiology,
to bring them all together during the Meeting. Efforts are also being made to get the best speakers to
Bangkok, and young epidemiologists to the Meeting.
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Sitthi-Amorn reflected on the “Programme-at-a-Glance”, and discussed it with the Council, and asked for
suggestions for examples / speakers for the different sessions. The following suggestions were made:









Including equity and equality in the programme, with more emphasis on relevant data sources
(on national and international levels), especially on non-fatal conditions (suggested by
Ebrahim)
Organizing pre-training workshops in the fields of: Scientific writing, epidemiology
methodology and data analysis, as they attract young epidemiologists on one hand, and
funding agencies on the other (suggested by Mandil)
Having sessions / seminars on development of public health and epidemiology teaching was
also proposed in addition to the role of public health schools in this regard (Olsen, Florey and
Saracci could help in this regard)
Including regionally-focused and organized workshops, following up on the successful
experience in the Montreal WCE, 2002 (suggested by Franco)
Re-instituting the Robert Cruickshank Memorial Lecture, which could also be published at the
IJE, after peer-review.
Using the Cochrane Scholarship, to enable 1-2 young epidemiologists to attend WCE could be
utilized (Re: EC minutes, 6 August 1989) - (to be investigated by Wegman).
Linking the IEA website with the WCE website, to enable the interested epidemiologists / IEA
members obtain information, as soon as they are available on the WCE website (Florey).
Discussing the three proposals tabled by Porta on the membership and work of the Scientific
Committee, as well as dissemination plans. It was suggested that the IEA Council approves
the composition of the Scientific Committee, that it should have multi-national multi-regional
representation (as much as possible), which would also reflect on the programme itself. As
far as dissemination is concerned, it was suggested that a special supplement of the IJE (or
another Journal) publish the WCE presentations, even if only in its electronic version
(website) or in the form of a CD. Ebrahim stated that production of IJE supplements was
expensive both financially and in terms of editorial time taken. The only viable option would
be for the abstracts of the meeting to be posted to the IEA website.

The motions of Porta’s proposals were approved as follows:




IEA members volunteer as external reviewers for the Scientific Committee
IEA members propose subjects to be included in the programme
Overall guidelines for dissemination / publication of the meeting presentations, not
necessarily as a printed special issue of the IJE, but may be in an electronic version, as the
CD or on the IEA website should be outlined and sought (Porta, Florey, Ebrahim)

12. Applications for XVIII WCE, August 2008
Mandil mentioned that the Secretariat received two incomplete applications to host the 2008 WCE. They are
from: Agra, India and Edinburgh, Scotland. The following decisions were made:




Further development of the two proposals, according to the Rules and Regulations, outlined
in the IEA Handbook. Thus, Mandil will ask Verma (SEA) to follow up the Agra proposal, and
Porta (Europe) to follow up the Edinburgh proposal, communicate them to the Secretariat (by
June, 2004), and be ready for presentation to the Council during its next meeting (2004), and if
approved, the WCE in Bangkok (2005) at the expense of the bidders
Encouraging the Regional Councillors to seek bids from their respective Regions, especially
where epidemiology is well known to be practiced, disseminating the Rules and Regulations,
outlined in the IEA Handbook. Such bids should be communicated to the Secretariat, by June
2004 (All regional councillors).

13. Nominations Committee
Florey outlined the committee plan of action, for soliciting nominations, reviewing them, holding mail ballot (for
regional councillors) and elections at WCE (executive councillors). He asked the current councillors about
their wishes of continuing being on the Council, in the same/other positions, although Wegman would be
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pleased if there were another candidate for treasurer. All councillors expressed their wish to continue in their
respective positions, except Yoshimura (Western Pacific) who mentioned that he was still considering; and
Franco who mentioned that he would like to be considered for “President – Elect”.
The following was decided:



Asking for nominations from the general membership (IEA secretariat)
Forwarding at least two candidates to the membership, by October 1, 2004 (Nominations
Committee)

14. Honorary Membership
Wegman tabled an application for a candidate, the CV of whom was circulated to the Council members.
Actual approval is made by the business meeting at the WCE, Bangkok 2005

15. Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of IEA



Regional meetings held during 2004 as well as the WCE 2005 should observe the 50th anniversary
of IEA.
A paper would be published in IJE (Davey Smith, Ebrahim) and a special publication was suggested
to be distributed to the participants of the WCE in Bangkok (Sitthi-Amorn, Olsen, Saracci). Ebrahim
suggested that they produce a piece for the IJE on 50 glorious years of the IEA, which could, subject
to peer review, be published and re-prints produced for inclusion in delegates packs. This should
start early in new year, as publication schedules of IJE are long.

16. Joint Membership Programme (JJJ)







The report of the sub-committee, chaired by Wegman, was tabled and discussed.
Suggestions put forward by Mandy Hill (OUP) were also discussed.
Olsen suggested that a more concrete plan be piloted in Europe.
Ebrahim mentioned that an electronic version of the IJE is available free to 69 low-income nations.
It is obvious that many national epidemiology societies, especially in Europe and North America, are
practically stronger, have a much bigger membership base.
Porta mentioned that joint membership would not be possible in Europe.

It was decided to:



Ask Jinabhai to develop a concrete and detailed proposal, in conjunction with OUP,
to pilot joint membership in the African Region (Jinabhai).

17. Attendance of Regional Councillors to WHO Regional Meetings
Sitthi-Amorn mentioned that councillors should be encouraged to participate in WHO Region-specific
Advisory Committee for Health Research (ACHR) Meetings, rather than Regional Committee Annual
Meetings, which are highly political.
It was concluded that proposal to be prepared by the sub-committee for regional activities (Barreto,
Verma, Jinabhai) should emphasize / encourage:







Regionalization policy of current IEA Council
Cooperation with other organizations (including WHO) at regional and national levels (i.e. on
public, NGO levels) especially in the field of training of young epidemiologists on
methodology and data analysis
Setting up regional secretariat, committee and structure
Linking activities, to budget to outcomes, taking into account the Regional Councillor
responsibilities spelled out in the Handbook.
Estimating costs for operational and administrative activities, including: participation in
meetings of other organizations (e.g. WHO, INCLEN), travel bursaries, as well as day-to-day
activities.
Encouraging submission of papers to IJE
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In addition, Franco and Ebrahim will share with the Secretariat Power Point presentations about IEA, to help
Mandil develop a special pamphlet and poster to advertise IEA.

18. IEA Website
Florey reflected about the different activities incurred in maintaining, updating and developing the IEA
website, which is now a very important platform for information on IEA’s constitution / by-laws; membership
application procedures; council; regional / global meetings; reports of meetings / councillors; links with other
related societies, etc. He also discussed the security concerns hampering launching the online application,
which was recently prepared, in conjunction with Mandil, in light of the Council’s suggestions.
It was decided to:







Link the WCE website to IEA’s (Florey)
Postpone the online application, until security is ensured (Florey, Mandil)
Design and utilize an “update form”, linked to the privacy statement (Florey, Mandil)
Ask Regional Councillors to edit their reports and send them to Florey by October 15, 2003.
Post the minutes of the Council meeting, once completed by Mandil
Ask Florey to kindly remain the IEA Webmaster, and acknowledge his extraordinary efforts, in
this regard

19. IEA Archives
Florey distributed to the Council copies of a first-of-its-kind CD, on which he included IEA documents of
minutes of Council and business meetings, archived in England. He explained the methods for retrieving
names / information on such CD. In addition, relevant photographs of important epidemiology figures had
been included.
It was decided to:








Include financial summary tables in future triennial reports
Work on re-institution of the CIOMS affiliation, as we have not paid dues since 1981, although
our stationary, newsletter, certificates carry such affiliation (Saracci, as he is currently
working on joint IEA/WHO/CIOMS guidelines).
Exclude CIOMS / IEA Incorporated in our updated stationary / newsletter / website, and only
keep WHO affiliation, as well as the website information (Mandil, Florey, Secretariat)
Include “IEA Incorporated” only on financial reports (Wegman)
Help the Archives, in the collection and forwarding of documents, e.g. regional meetings’
programmes, abstracts, etc (Mandil, Secretariat)
Approve the archivist's job description proposed by Florey
Acknowledge, with deep appreciation, the exceptional and sincere efforts of Florey, as IEA
archivist.

20. Permanent Secretarial Office
Florey’s document concerning a permanent office of the IEA Secretary was discussed.
Mandil mentioned that the pros of having the office with the Secretary include:
 IEA has invested in re-location, so it would be worthwhile to build on such investment
 IEA now has its own dedicated office and dedicated administrative assistant (as opposed to an addon job to other responsibilities by assistants and administrators).
 This has helped in efficiency of different activities, and facilitated speedy communication with
members worldwide.
 In addition, it facilitates the direct contact of the Secretary with his office all the time (when in the
same place)
Ebrahim added that the maximum period of the Editor is not much different from that of the Secretary, so the
same problem might recur, with change of the Editor.
It was decided that:
Mandil should document his current experience with running the office in Alexandria, and lessons learnt, in
addition to pros and cons of such experience.
Council Minutes – Toledo, Spain 2003 - IEA Triennial Report 2005

61

21. Dictionary
Calculations need to be done to decide on the purchase of the 500 dictionaries (IEA Secretariat in
collaboration with Harriett Telljohann)

22. WHO Liaison
In the future, the President should assume responsibilities of WHO liaison activities (after 2005), with specific
job description spelled out.

23. Date, time, place of Next Council Meeting
A full Council meeting is to be held between September 26-28, 2004, in Bangkok, Thailand

Meeting adjourned at 14:30 p.m.
Minutes by: A. Mandil
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Bangkok, Thailand 26 - 28 September 2004
Minutes
First Day: 26 September 2004
In attendance
C. Sitthi-Amorn, A. Mandil, J. Olsen, S. Ebrahim, CC. Jinabhai, M. Barreto, M. Porta, E. Franco, BL. Verma,
T. Yoshimura

1. Welcome Note
Sitthi-Amorn gave a warm welcome to the Council, and mentioned that his crew at the College of Public
Health, Chulalongkorn University, are ready to extend any help for all Council members, when needed.

2. Apologies
Mandil mentioned that we have 4 apologies from D. Wegman, C. Florey,
H. El-Bushra and R. Saracci: apologized for different reasons

3. Approval of Minutes of IEA Council Meeting held in Toledo, Spain, 29 – 30
September 2003
Page 1 (last line)
Yoshimura mentioned that he encouraged people to self-support themselves to attend the Kunmin meeting,
rather than he “managed to fund participants”
Page 8 (resolution)
Porta asked for amendment of Page (8) to read: “The motions of Porta’s proposals were approved as follows:
The IEA council recommends to the organizers of the WCE: to invite IEA members to volunteer as external
reviewers for the Scientific Committee; to invite IEA members to propose subjects to be included in the
program; to consider implementing the eleven guidelines for dissemination / publication of the meeting
presentations, not necessarily as a printed special issue of the IJE, but may be in an electronic version, as a
CD or on the IEA website (Porta, Florey, Ebrahim)
The minutes were approved, as amended.

4. Matters arising from the minutes, not mentioned elsewhere
a. Action Plan for improving membership
Franco put together two advertisements for the Epidemiology Monitor which will appear during the
September / October issues. This is an advertisement to boost IEA membership worldwide, not only in North
America. No action plan was put together though. Quality and quantity of training improvement would also
help in this regard, an issue that is discussed by Franco elsewhere under “Survey of Training”.
Porta mentioned that the IEA EEF has been running a membership campaign through specific e-mails and
the IEA EEF Newsletter. He also informed that the Epi Monitor published 2 articles on the Toledo meeting
and the (then forthcoming) Porto meeting; these articles were part of European efforts to publicize IEA
activities. Epi Monitor was reproduced and sent to all IEA EEF members and circulated in Toledo meeting.
An IEA booth was set up in the Toledo and Porto meetings, to attend IEA members and invite participants to
become IEA members.
Olsen mentioned that we need to improve membership in developing countries, which has very little
representation in the overall IEA membership on a global scale.
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b. IEA World Congress of Epidemiology (WCE) 2005
Mandil and Ebrahim mentioned that they could help in building capacities through holding pre-conference
workshops in subjects as: research methodology; proposal writing; Cochrance collaboration; scientific writing
and dealing with editors, etc. Sitthi-Amorn mentioned that he will collaborate with them in this regard.
Sitthi-Amorn and Olsen mentioned that advanced methodology / hot topics workshops should also be held as
pre-conference events, using leading names. Examples are: statistical modeling, repeated measures, and
use of cohort studies on decision-making. Sitthi-Amorn asked people to use the special format on the web to
propose their workshops.
Porta mentioned that the guidelines for dissemination and publication of work presented to the WCE were
prepared and presented in the IEA Council meeting in Toledo, Spain. He suggested that they could be used
by forthcoming WCE meetings, starting by WCE 2005, if possible, and in particular be taken into account by
bidders for the WCE 2008.

5. Report of the President
a. IEA World Congress of Epidemiology (WCE) 2005
Sitthi-Amorn presented the developments with preparation of the WCE, and mentioned that he is in contact
with some 200 epidemiologists worldwide for this regard. He also mentioned that he has invited key political
figures as the Carters (Bill & Rosalyn), Nelson Mandela, WHO, WTO officials, as well as Tim Evans and
Peter Tatwill as potential keynote speakers.
He emphasized that contributors to the scientific program would be considered part of the scientific
committee, and invited all Council members to get involved and contribute to the scientific activities of the
WCE. Ebrahim mentioned that we need a balance between big names in the field of epidemiology, who
would bring with them their colleagues and students; in addition to representation from the 3rd World, so that
the committee would not be dominated by members from Western and Northern Europe. Verma mentioned
that Regional Councillors (RC) should be consulted for inclusion in the Scientific Committee, as they know
members in their respective regions better, especially their scientific credibility.
Sitthi-Amorn also mentioned that he has been communicating with all IEA members worldwide, explaining the
current mandate of the IEA Council (volunteerism, regionalization, linkages with other organizations), and that
special meetings (especially regional) within the WCE, highlighting such strategies as volunteerism and
regionalization, and setting research priorities, aiming at long-term planning over the next 3-5 years, are
highly welcomed.
Porta asked whether the word is around among epidemiologists about WCE enough. He informed that
information on the WCE was published in the IEA EEF Newsletter, and suggested that more could be done to
advertise it. Olsen mentioned that Council members should be sharing such information with their own
networks. Franco added that mailing lists could be purchased from different societies, by which the prior
(Montreal) meeting was advertised to some 20,000 public health professionals. He added that a nice colorful
poster is needed in addition to the electronic information (seconded by Verma), and that all websites the
Council is linked to should be linked to the WCE website, by councilors. Porta added that all IEA EEF
electronic correspondence has been carrying the web link. Shah mentioned that local / regional journals
should be also used for this purpose, in addition to the ads which currently appear in the IJE. Sitthi-Amorn is
to collaborate with RCs in this regard, while Yoshimura asked for a generic format prepared by the President
of WCE to be used for journal ads all over the world.
Franco emphasized the importance of the regional workshops (already 90 minutes for each region in the
program). Mandil mentioned that parallel sessions make it difficult for people to choose between competitive
sessions. Franco added that any proposed sessions should be confidential until they are agreed upon by the
Scientific Committee. Verma suggested that regional workshops become either in the format of seminars or
panel discussions, as the allotted time is limited.
Porta suggested that “discussants” would be included in sessions of oral presentations, which was strongly
agreed upon by Mandil and Verma. The possibility of including a discussant to sessions with key-note
speakers was also raised by Porta.
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Mandil mentioned that we should re-instate “Robert Cruickshank” lectureships, missed in Montreal. SitthiAmorn mentioned that this could be the keynote speech on the first day of the meeting.
The Council has recommended that the Scientific Committee Membership be finalized, as soon as
possible, as well as an aggressive promotion timetable

b. Volunteerism, Regionalization & Linkage with other organizations
Sitthi-Amorn mentioned that he is soliciting different examples for volunteerism and regionalization, which
could be presented in a special business meeting, in the middle of the program of the meeting. He has
encouraged councilors to help in this regard, and invited linkages with other organizations, especially WHO
and other public health organizations.

6. Report of the Secretary
Mandil presented the report, as well as the accompanying tables and graphs. The report covered the issues
of membership (Global Membership Campaign; OUP; Sponsorship); IEA Newsletter; Meetings; IJE
Editorship;
Call for applications for WCE, 2008; new version of the IEA Handbook; communications with members and
other requests; as well as the IEA Secretariat expenses (September 02 – August 04) and estimated budget
(September 04 – August 05).
Porta asked that on page 2, para 2, line 2 that Olsen (Europe) be changed to Porta (Europe).
Sitthi-Amorn praised the report, and the office functioning better with less resources, and that Mandil’s
assistant has been doing an excellent job, going out of her way helping people.
A discussion went on with respect to whether to continue having OUP handle renewals versus the Secretariat
doing this. Councilors had different feelings with this respect. Barreto suggested that on-line renewal should
be re-visited, and taken into consideration. Better retrieval of lost members should be done, through
reminders for all lost members. Shah mentioned that we do not have enough information on the denominator
to solve the problem of miniscule representation of the body of epidemiologists by IEA. We need to know the
real magnitude of the problem.
Alternatives to receiving the printed journal should be looked upon, mentioned Barreto in order to encourage
young members from developing nations. Olsen mentioned that we have to re-visit joint memberships again,
in coordination with RCs. Porta suggested that RCs could analyze the activities of national societies in their
respective region, in order to boost the IEA membership, through aggregate organizations and joint activities;
however, he reminded that analyses of “JJJ” (multi-level joint memberships) indicated that joint memberships
with IEA were unlikely to occur.
Olsen mentioned that we should concentrate on meetings (reduced registration fees for members) as a viable
alternative to the Journal as a point of attraction for new members. Franco added that the main attraction of
IEA is its international flavor, which should be advertised as such. He asked for assessment of the effect of
the Epi Monitor advertisement on NA new members in the months to come.
The following resolutions were made, as a follow-up to the discussions on the Secretary’s report and the
included proposals:


A sub-committee of Sitthi-Amorn, Mandil and Ebrahim is to look into the matter of the
future of collaboration with OUP in processing renewals, in coordination with OUP itself,
and come back for a Council decision (electronically).



A professional agency is not to be used for boosting IEA membership.



The sponsorship program proposed by Dr Elmer Villaneuva was accepted by the Council.
(under the name of the sponsor himself, should he agree)
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Student memberships are to be effected, at once, at 50 % discount, as appropriate for
each region / membership category. Pemberton funds are to be used in this respect.



Life-time membership could be effected as 10-year membership fee, according to the
region .



Senior membership was approved for the new members, effective for those into retirement
or 60 years for the non-employed.



Each regional councilor will present, by January 1, 2005, a statement (forwarded to the
Secretary’s Office) clarifying his plans for strengthening IEA, in his respective region, at
the aggregate level, i.e. by teaming up with national / regional organizations (especially
epidemiology societies), that possess significant interests and aims in common with IEA.
Future plans could include: joint scientific meetings / teaching activities; advocacy and
lobbying; and specific task forces, etc.



Working with people from developing countries, which has been promoted in the WCE
preparatory activities.

10. Reports from Regional Councillors
a. Africa
Jinabhai presented the tabled report which covered issues as: joint meeting with ISEE during 2005; regional
activities report; special case for membership in under-developed areas; and partnership with sister
organizations / linkages with local public health societies, through sharing costs / fees.
Discussions focused on holding a joint meeting with ISEE (Sept 2005). Mandil made the points of: IEA / AFR
did not hold separate meetings during the past years; the meeting is taking place after current tenure of
Jinabhai; and whether IEA will be visible during the meeting (brochures, scientific program and participation).
Franco added that the meeting just follows the WCE in Bangkok, which may drain IEA resources and be
competitive as far as attracting African members to come to Thailand.
The Council felt that the exception could be made for Africa, with the right of $ 10,000 bursaries,
provided that a proposal is made, the visibility of IEA is maintained (logo, scientific program,
participation of IEA members), and submitting a financial report reflecting spending the $ 10,000, with
special preference made to partial support.
b. Eastern Mediterranean
Mandil reflected on Ahwaz meeting (December, 2003) and the fact that the Riyadh Meeting (Oct 2004) was
cancelled due to security reasons. He mentioned that the Ahwaz meeting was quite successful, inaugurated
by the Iranian Minister of Health; IEA Secretary as well as the IEA/EMR councilor; Attended by some 400
delegates, representing 16 countries, it included 3 pre-conference workshops on: scientific writing (GD
Smith); nutritional epidemiology and epidemiology and health services (H. Armenian) as well as 80 oral /
poster presentations each.
c. Europe
Porta presented his report with several supporting documents; e.g. 3 newsletters; 3 IEA EEF Board meetings’
minutes; 2 reports of bursaries; 30 emails with so-called ‘IEA EEF Epi News’; guidelines for proposals for
sessions; as well as guidelines for publication and electronic dissemination of work accepted for presentation
at the WCE 2005. It also included a detailed account of the process followed to award bursaries for
participants of the Toledo and Porto Regional European Meetings, which was praised for its rigor and
accountability. A deficit of Euro 8,044 was noticed in the accounts for such meetings, resulting from
advancing monies by the IEA EEF to support Eastern European participants, in addition to the US$7,000
provided by IEA for this purpose.
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The Council agreed to ask the Treasurer to cover any remaining deficit after covering the remaining
US$3,000 of the usual budget for bursaries of regional meetings (in addition to the due US$3,000, the
figure approved to be sent to the European Councillor is US$6,824); extra membership fees money
collected for Europe (US$ 10 per member) during 2003 and 2004
d. Latin America & Caribbean (LA&C)
Barreto reflected on the landmark meeting held in Recife during June 2004, with 3000 participants, which was
jointly held with the Brazilian Association of Collective Health. He mentioned that a network has been
established named “The Latin American and Caribbean Epidemiology Network (EPILAC)”. Its secretariat
includes IEA, INCLEN, ISEE and other sub-regional representation. Immediate tasks of the secretariat are:
to formulate by-laws, set-up a web-site, and raise funds for future activities. Research and training are on the
top of the agenda of this network.
Such a network is expected to boost the IEA membership, as well as the epidemiology-related activities in
LA&C. Nevertheless, he mentioned that IEA is not well known in LA&C, and other attractions other than the
IJE need to be addressed to attract members from the Region.
The meeting was adjourned at 16:30 pm

Council Minutes – Bangkok, Thailand 2004 - IEA Triennial Report 2005

67

Day 2: 27 September 2004

7. Report of the Treasurer
a.
b.
c.
d.

Travel bursaries
Regional budgets
Participation of councilors in regional meetings
Financial report

Mandil presented the report on behalf of Wegman. The following comments were made:






Checking account be changed to savings with higher yielding amount to IEA (Shah)
Sponsorships not included in the report (Verma)
Toledo accounting of Council meeting re-visited (Mandil)
RC be included in the decision making process for sponsorships (Verma)
Participation of RC in WHO Regional Committee Meetings to be discussed with WHO Liaison report

It was agreed upon that IEA members are to be awarded the bursaries. For regions were there are no
members, a 3-year membership could be part to the bursaries. The RC would be given the flexibility
of spending the allocation of $ 20,000, as a total within the triennium, provided that a detailed budget
would be presented, with necessary justification.
Jinabhai presented the report of his committee, prepared with Barreto and Verma. Three proposals are
made:
(a) To increase the annual budget to $ 2,000; (b) bursaries to $ 15,000 and (3) specific activities in each
Region.
Mandil commented that the report revised under the titles of: strategic overview, strategic objectives, overall /
itemized budget, budget justification, mechanisms for using funds and accountability. Terms as: establishing
office, to be used as appropriate, capacity building should be avoided. Instead, specific terms as: using
secretarial assistance, postage, travel; holding workshops; holding regional meetings / workshops / seminars
should be used.
Olsen questioned whether the IEA budget is in good shape, and that getting new members would be the
criterion that should be used to evaluate the regional activities and plans.
Porta mentioned that detailed action plans and detailed budgets are mandatory for accountability. Increasing
membership will not happen, unless concerted efforts are done in this effect, and more emphasis and work in
regional meetings.
Shah added that certain target numbers of new recruits be chosen, in order to work towards per year. Setting
targets by RCs would help in achievement and in accountability.
Barreto proposed a task force to check into reasons for losing membership.
Porta suggested that figures by region and situation – specific, which may go up or down accordingly.
Franco added that a single call for increased membership is not a good strategy. We need to dwell on the
unique aspects of the IEA, relatively to the other epidemiologic societies.
Mandil suggested that the Council recommends acceptance of the proposals of the sub-committee, provided
that the plan is revisited, the Treasurer revises the budget, and detailed plans are provided by RC for annual
budgets, as well as for regional activities, with accompanying budget justification.
Sitthi-Amorn suggested that we accept such proposals for this year, using specific parameters as: new
members target, retention of old membership, promotion of international flavor, detailed actions plans and
detailed budgets. Next year the issue will be revisited, pending the Treasurer’s revision of the overall IEA
budgetary situation.
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The Council was in agreement, for revision of the plan of the sub-committee, suggestions accepted
for one year, detailed plans and budgets provided by RCs.

8. Report of the Editor
a. Progress report
Shah presented the previously circulated report, reflecting on the different statistics presented and efforts to
encourage papers from under-developed nations and access to IJE electronic version.
b. WCE 2005 documents (50th anniversary paper, WCE abstracts)
The 3 presidents would help in preparation (past, present, elect) of a manuscript representing the historical
landmarks of the IEA. Precise content of the article remains to be decided upon.
Publishing WCE abstracts by IJE is not possible, due to resource and quality reasons. The WCE host should
take on the job in the form of: Abstract Book, CD, web-page, etc. Sitthi-Amorn agreed to this proposal.
c. Creating a complete online archive of IJE
OUP has taken on the job of producing a pdf archive of the IJE, at their expense. The Council agreed to this
generous proposal.
d. Inclusion of relevant inserts with IJE (general rule)
e. Proposal to increase editorial office running costs
Ebrahim reflected on the graph which has increased revenues of IJE to IEA, which has to do with ads,
consortia subscriptions (electronic version), reduction in mailing costs, and reduction of the size of the Journal
to reduce weight and hence mailing costs. He added that comparable journals as AJPH has a full-time editor
compared to part-time editors of IJE (Davey-Smith / Ebrahim) who are providing a day each / week (unpaid),
assisted by some senior lecturers. He also discussed the means and ways of improving the IJE image and
contents. In December, “cohort profiles” papers will be appearing in the IJE. In addition, efforts have started
to translate papers published in languages other than English, which represent landmarks in public health
epidemiology. In addition, associate editors from other parts of the world, especially knowledgeable in
Cochrane Collaboration are being brought aboard. In addition, the IJE pays some money for the copyright of
some articles published for a second time in the IJE. These extra activities represented increasing work but
were necessary to maintain IJE’s standing. On this basis, Ebrahim requested council to consider an increase
in budget, representing one day a week of editorial time.
Olsen praised the IJE success, and supported its extra expenses plea. Franco added his voice to Olsen, and
seconded agreeing to the increase to the success. He mentioned that we have to be more rigorous about
acceptance of abstracts in our WCE. Porta proposed that the Abstract Book of the WCE could have an
ISBN, and be as citable as possible, and also praised the contents and approach reflected by the Journal. He
offered help from the IEA EEF to find writers for the “small pieces” or “fillers”. Call for IEA membership could
appear in the IJE, as much as similar ads appear this fall in the Epi Monitor, as designed by Franco. He also
asked about the breakdown of the Editing expenses
Ebrahim mentioned that none of the co-editors are paid for their work with IJE. Most of the money goes to
the full time editorial assistant, telecommunications and office expenses.
Barreto also praised the IJE developments and contributions to the field of epidemiology. He also discussed
the figures of publication from different regions, especially South America, in the IJE. He was wondering, that
at the time more publications are produced in LA&C, yet the number of papers from this part of the world has
not increased. Ebrahim mentioned that with only 20 papers submitted for publication, only a few would get
published.
Verma expressed his appreciation of the contributions of the IJE to the field of epidemiology today. He has
no objection on increasing the IEA support, no questions asked.
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Mandil added his voice to the rest of the Council, in praising the IJE board, as a team and as individuals. He
suggested that the plea is accepted for one year, and revisited the next Council meeting, to make sure of the
trend of increasing profits to IEA.
Olsen mentioned that this could be a percentage of profit.
Ebrahim reflected on commissioning review articles as commentaries on published papers, which are well
read by the subscribers. Associate editors are asked to write a piece per year, to ensure the international
breadth.
Porta cautioned that the uniform requirements have changed from preferring reviews to encouraging citations
to the original articles. He added that the IJE should seek ways to attract submission of the best papers,
especially the best etiological research; editors could try to achieve a higher profile at scientific meetings. He
added that more information is needed as far as budgetary breakdown is concerned. Ebrahim explained that
the budgetary breakdown had been provided verbally and the extra resources would be set against his and
Davey-Smith’s input into IJE.
Franco seconded the opinion of supporting the plea for increased budget, but added that the level of support
should be decided based on the journal’s needs rather than on a profit formula.
Ebrahim thanked the Council for their remarks.
The Council agreed for a one year support of the requested amount by the IJE, for the issue to be
revisited during the next Council meeting in Bangkok, looking into different formula in this regard.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm
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Day 3: 28 September 2004

9. Relations with WHO
Olsen covered the report on behalf of Saracci.
Mandil suggested that: Saracci be in contact with all RCs on regional activities with WHO; working hard on
organization of IEA – WHO activities on the 2nd business meeting on the agenda of the WCE; and El-Bushra
would directly work with Sitthi-Amorn in this regard.

10. Reports from Regional Councillors (continued)
e. North America
Franco reflected on the tabled report, especially with respect to the IEA International Epidemiology
Symposium, in conjunction with the North American Congress held in 2006. He is currently negotiating with
the Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) to add an IEA Sponsored Symposium on International
Epidemiology to every SER meeting. The IEA logo and sponsorship would be prominently displayed in every
entrance. Olsen mentioned that cross-country research could be reflected upon during such symposium.
Franco also spoke about the ads which appear in the Epi Monitor about IEA, which appear in the 2 Fall
issues. The costs of these ads were covered by his own funds.
f. South East Asia
Verma covered the important point in the tables report. He spoke about contributions to the February
meeting with INCLEN during 2004 in Agra, India, as well as the upcoming Regional Meeting in Uttar Pradesh,
during December, 2004. He also reflected upon the drive for membership which he has carried out for
increasing membership in the South East Asia Region. He also made suggestions with emphasis on:
improvement of the IEA-WHO relations; approved upon issues by the Council should be included in the
Handbook, and adhered upon by the EC members. He reflected on the difficulties he faced during
organization of the special symposium of IEA during the Global INCLEN meeting in Agra, India, February,
2004.
g. Western Pacific
Yoshimura was elected as President of the Japanese Epidemiological Association. He then discussed the
tabled report, especially with respect to organizing a regional Western Pacific meeting with the WCE in
Bangkok, August 2005, using the $ 10,000 of bursaries for this regard because opportunities were lost due to
SARS outbreak in the region and due to co-`organization problem with INCLEN. It was agreed not to support
this regional meeting within the WCE.
Nevertheless, the proposal by the LA&C was accepted, as the Region did hold a regional activity without
using IEA support, and would thus use the $ 10,000 for bursaries, following the IEA rules and regulations for
supporting young epidemiologists to attend meetings, in coordination with the WCE. Franco supported the
bursary request but felt that the money should not come with any conditions for regional activities work. He
felt that fostering participation of members in the WCE was in itself a valuable process.

11. XVII WCE, Bangkok, Thailand, August 2005
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Venues
Developments with scientific programme
Estimated budget
Bursaries for young epidemiologists
Publication on the occasion of IEA 50th Anniversary

Upon the visit of the IEA Council to the possible venues: medical school and the Convention Bureau, the
Council recommends the Bureau as the venue of the WCE as plan (A), while the medical school would be
plan (B). Sitthi-Amorn promised to do his best to hold it at the Bureau, funding permitting. He urged the
Council to help early registration to make sure to get funds necessary for the deposit which is needed for the
Bureau.
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Olsen mentioned that the whole policy about involvement of IEA in the risks and responsibilities has
to be revised, and the Council agreed that this has to be re-visited in the next Council meeting.

12. Bids for the XVIII WCE, August 2008
a.
b.
c.
d.

Aarhus, Denmark
Agra, India
Edinburgh, Scotland
Porta Alegre, Brazil

Mandil presented a table of comparison between the 3 proposals, using 9 specific criteria. In addition, the
Council listened to a 4th proposal by LA&C for hosting the WCE, in conjunction with the Brazilian Congress of
Epidemiology, which has to be in Portuguese.
Denmark
Olsen presented the Danish proposal. Aarhus is a small serene city, with a large number of small activities,
especially targeting capacity building and scientific discussions. The main problem is that there is one
auditorium in the University takes 500 people. But the possibility of moving to the Congress Center, with the
requested capacity would be available.
Ebrahim proposed that a mixture of activities take place in the University, others at the convention center
could be done, in order to get the benefit of both.
Porta mentioned that he supports all European proposals, whether from Scotland or from Norway. He added
that “methods” should be included in the emphasis of the scientific program, as a Council recommendation for
the WCE 2008.
Franco added that the WCE has to be a main ambitious event, which should be given that maximum attention
and emphasis. Why Aarhus versus Copenhagen ? Why not a regional activity as opposed to the WCE, with
500 – 600 participants? He offered the entire NA budget to hold a joint activity with Europe, involving both
regions.
Verma mentioned the details of what the registration fees cover, as well as the social events.
Yoshimura praised the scientific approach of the Danish proposal.
Mandil pointed out that Scottish and Danish proposals will be competing for voters for Europe. He also asked
that the letters of support be addressed either to the President or the Secretary, and be in English.
India
Verma presented the Indian proposal, submitted by Dr Anil Kumar, and summarized its main features. He
emphasized that Dr Kumar is responsible for the meeting and the bid.
Mandil mentioned that the scientific committee have to be more international, rather than predominantly
Indian, as it stands. He also questioned the existence of the “Indian Epidemiological Association”.
Barreto suggested that CVs of the bidders be presented with the bid.
Porta suggested that the Brazil proposal should be ready and proposals would be assessed, in addition to the
Franco / Mandil report of suggested rules and regulations. He suggested criteria for the bidders to follow in
preparation of their bids. He offered to assist Franco and Mandil in preparation of the comments to be
provided to the bidders.
The Council is in agreement that the Brazilian proposal be prepared by January 15, 2005, for Council
comments. Meanwhile, the Council would be reviewing the other 3 proposals, as they stand, if no
new versions are received by the Secretary before the end of October, 2004. In addition, the
Secretary would look into possible presentation to the general assembly with the feedback of the
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Council, in the absence of the bidders. In addition, the comments of the subcommittee (Franco,
Mandil, Porta) would be made available to all bidders by November 1, 2004.

Scotland
The Edinburgh proposal was presented by Dr Raj Bhopal and Ms Ellen Collingsworth, who used their own
funds to come to Bangkok and make their presentation. Issues which came up were: need for low
registration fees (for IEA members, those from less developed nations, early registrants, preferably at
US$300 – 400); global flavor of the scientific program; nature of exhibitions (not to contradict public health
principles); and that the final decision is made by the general assembly.
Brazil
Barreto mentioned that holding the meeting in Brazil would be an opportunity to hold the WCE in LA&C, in the
city of Porta Alegre, with a low budget, differential registration fees for participants from developing countries,
with great emphasis on quality of presentations, in addition to multiple training activities and courses. We
have experience with the Congress of Salvadore, recent meeting in Recife (attended by 3000 participants). It
would be held along with the Brazilian Congress of Epidemiology, mixing them but maintaining autonomy of
both events at the same time. Translation will be provided for the main sessions. The next few months will
be used to prepare the proposal.
Olsen mentioned that such a venue would be welcomed, as no WCE had been held in this region
beforehand. Necessary procedures have to be followed. A detailed proposal would have to be sent to the
Secretary and shared by the councilors for comments before the WCE in Bangkok.
Porta added that a detailed calendar of actions which they need to take before holding a WCE is needed. A
scientific committee, including names of people who have been contacted, included in such a committee.
Olsen mentioned that more details of preparation of the WCE plan should be prepared, with more active
enrolment with Council in preparation of WCE, with some investment in this regard.
Franco with share with the Council “dos and don’ts” based on the Montreal experience, to help future bidders.
Jinabhai should be more influential in the decision making process of the choice of the venue of the next
WCE. In this case, a bid from LA&C would be supported as a strategic recommendation from the Council in
this effect. In addition, Africa should be looked upon as a possible venue, as well.
Barreto agreed that the Council be more involved in the decision making process of where the venue is. The
responsibility of RC towards their contingency is immense. Bursaries should be also taken into consideration,
to be supported by IEA.
Mandil asked that the venue be chosen so that it is accessible through international flights, and socially
acceptable place to hold the meeting, and that enough facilities are locally available. In addition, translation
expenses are accounted for, as a major item on the budget. He added that a full proposal has to be available
during the first of January, 2005. He suggested that work for the next bid immediately after the WCE after
which they should prepare their bids (in this case following WCE 2005, for WCE 2011).
Verma argued that the Council recommends moving the WCE from one region to another, as time goes by.
Promises at the proposal stage have to be adhered to. He suggested by-laws changes to avoid hasty
undetailed proposals coming to the WCE.
Porta thanked Mandil for attracting 4 bids this time, as opposed to only one bid for 2005. He asked about the
utility of the bids presented to the Council, whether they should be ranked, with some recommendations to
the general assembly. He proposed that the Council should be closely involved before and after presenting
bids.
Franco added his voice to more involvement of the IEA Council in review of the proposals, with more
emphasis on accountability which follows the presentation of the WCE.
Council Minutes – Bangkok, Thailand 2004 - IEA Triennial Report 2005

73

The Council agreed that Franco and Mandil are to work on a full suggestion to the Council about
revisions of rules and regulations of bidding for WCE.

13. IEA Nominations for the New Council
a. Carrying out an e-mail vote
b. Holding the Ballot after summer holidays

14. Honorary Membership (nominations)
15. Cochrane and Pemberton Scholarships
a. Current status of Cochrane Scholarship (tabled)
b. Proposals for activation
Motion made by Wegman for the Pemberton Award was accepted, on principal. Details are to be
worked out between Wegman and Mandil
Using the email system for constitutional amendment will be used during October as a trial.

16. Surveying Current Trends in Epidemiology Training
Franco mentioned that he will carry out a survey for Chairs of Departments and Deans of Schools of Public
Health in this respect, with no financial implications for IEA, and come back to the Council.
Shah mentioned that this is very important for IEA’s visibility.
Porta mentioned that there are reports on this subject in North America and Western Europe, which could be
consulted in this regard.
Mandil mentioned that relevant information could be provided by the Secretariat.

17. IEA New Book on: "History of Modern Epidemiology"
Olsen presented the OUP contract for publishing the book, under the name of: ”The Development of Modern
Epidemiology”. The issue of purchasing 750 copies by IEA was tabled for discussion. Olsen suggested that
Sitthi-Amorn and Mandil negotiate with OUP for a better deal.
Mandil suggested that the Council accept the contract, and use the book for promotion of 3-year membership,
as we did with the ”Dictionary of Epidemiology”. He added that Olsen could be trusted to ensure that Holland
will cover as much as possible of the historical aspects, and effective geographical representation.
Porta mentioned that professional historians should be involved in the authorship of such a book, not in an
auxillary fashion. He had reservations on approving such proposal / contract in a rush, especially that it
carries the IEA logo, and that no formal decision has been made in this effect.
Barreto added that the book could appear without the IEA logo, or begin the process as series of articles in
the IJE.
The vote of the Council was in favor of approval of the contract, provided that further negotiations be
made with OUP for a better deal; royalties go to IEA; and balanced geographical representation.
Ebrahim volunteered to do his best with OUP in this regard.

18. Volunteerism Application
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19. Electronic Archive
(List of missing material/documents attached)

20. Any other Business
Porta informs that during past year he and John Last have continued to be in touch with respect to “The
Dictionary of Epidemiology”, as they have, since Porta was appointed successor to Last as editor of the
dictionary, and that work for the 5th edition is planned to begin next year.

21. Date and place of the next meeting
It was decided to meet on August 20, 2005, Bangkok, Thailand

The meeting was adjourned at 14:00 pm
Minutes by: A. Mandil
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IEA Council Meeting Minutes (Outgoing), 20 August 2005
(9.00hr-18.00hr)
Board Room, 9th floor
Imperial Queens Park Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

In attendance
C. Sitthi-amorn, D. Wegman, J. Olsen, G. Davey-Smith, S. Ebrahim, CC. Jinabhai, M. Barreto, H. El
Bushra, M. Porta, E. Franco, T. Yoshimura, R. Saracci
1. Welcome note and apologies
Sitthi-amorn welcomed the council to the WCE 2005.
Sitthi-amorn mentioned that we had 3 apologies from A. Mandil, C. Florey, B. Verma, each of which
apologized for different reasons.
2. Approval of minutes of IEA Council Meeting held in Bangkok, Thailand,
26 - 28 September 2004
-

Wegman mentioned that US$15000 for bursaries were not added in the action items.
Everyone was thankful for Porta..
Page 7 is to be revisited latter.

3. Matters arising from the minutes, not mentioned elsewhere
There were no comments from the council
4. Report of the President
Sitthi-amorn gave a brief idea on the programme of the World Congress of Epidemiology 2005. He
mentioned that participants who have registered so far are about 575 participants and it is expected
to get another 300 during the meeting days. The breakdown of the registered participants was:
- 54 America (36 North America – 18 Latin America & Caribbean)
- 54 Western Pacific
- 3 Africa
- 198 South East Asia
- 84 Europe
- 64 Eastern Mediterranean
He also mentioned that more than 921 abstracts were submitted while 812 were accepted.
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He also mentioned the following:
-

15% of the participants: submitted more than one abstract
60% of the participants: requested financial support
Only 480 full registrations (of which 80 showed interest in joining the Pre-congress sessions),
while the rest had to pay partial registration
18 workshops, symposia or round-tables
6 keynote speeches
5 pre-program subjects
16 plenary presentations
115 partial bursaries (especially for developing countries)

Sitthi-amorn mentioned that there is a stronger need for visibility and posters are requested for
promotion.
Volunteerism
Sitthi-amorn has communicated with IEA members regarding the meaning of “Volunteerism”. Most
thought that it is a good idea. Sitthi-amorn mentioned that he has sent requesting for volunteerism
during the WCE to 6 regions except North America. He only received one volunteerism in
“Nutrition” (the lecture has been scheduled for presentation during the congress). He expressed
that Regional meetings should be used for encouraging volunteerism
Franco mentioned that it is useful to discuss all matters regarding the region during the regional
workshops. Each councillor should mention his requirements for the regional meeting. A summary
is requested from each councillor. Franco also pointed that we need to post the time of regional
workshops during the WCE
Sitthi-amorn has mentioned that 2 participants have been selected as awardees for the Elmer
Villanueva Fund
Olsen questioned if those who sign up for IEA membership during the meeting will get a reduced
registration fee and get their money back.
Sitthi-amorn expressed his thanks to all those who have assisted him from his staff and colleagues.
He mentioned that this is the first time a WCE is held in a developing country.
Porta mentioned that there was one in Cali / Columbia but it was on a very small scale.
5. Report of the Secretary
The report was presented by Mrs E. Hammam, IEA secretariat, on behalf of Dr Mandil.
Membership
It was agreed that the Regional Councillors should start working on increasing the IEA membership
in their respective regions and present a plan to increase IEA membership.
Wegman mentioned that there is enough income from the IJE and that income from membership is
not the important issue. It is important to point out what is IEA and what is membership about.
Olsen mentioned that the life time membership should be encouraged.
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Barretto mentioned that the printed version of the IJE is not an attraction any more for IEA
members since it is available in other ways. He mentioned that we must make IEA membership
necessary for Epidemiologist by services and privileges it provides.
Porta suggested that a priority of the council should be to implement more effective policies to
increase number of members. Membership seems to be decreasing slightly. He suggested that
more sophisticated figures (for longer time period) be made available to the Council before the end
of 2005. Council must focus on what actions are actually being taken to promote the fundamental
aims of IEA.
It was agreed that Ebrahim will discuss with OUP / Editors the possibilities of putting flyers
in the journals of other societies in addition to IJE.
It was agreed that the IEA database for each region will be given to councillors after the
WCE in order to add all new / renewed members that have applied for/ renewed membership
during the meeting (Secretariat).
OUP
The secretariat has mentioned the difficulties concerning the handling of the new / renewed
members explaining all the pros and cons of the procedures. Also mentioned the suggestion of
Mandil regarding reverting back to the old system, existing before 2002, where the Secretariat
handled all membership-related activities (new and renewals) or we should make an Intranet or
shared files with OUP to solve the problem.
Barreto suggested that all the membership procedures should be with IEA. Franco approved.
Porta mentioned that bursaries should be advertised before the WCEs in order to encourage
membership
Finally agreed that Mandil should discuss the administrative issues regarding the relation
with OUP / memberships, while Olsen should look into the function and objectives / purpose
of the organization. This should be revisited in the incoming council meeting (Mandil,
Olsen).
Sponsorship
It was agreed that all CVs received from Councillors regarding sponsored memberships
should be immediately processed without getting back to the council (Secretariat).
New Rate Classification
It was agreed that the developing rates will be applied for low, lower-middle-income and
upper-middle income economies.
A suggestion for a new membership category
Wegman mentioned that this matter should be revisited in the incoming council meeting in order to
look into the possibility of using the Pemberton Fund instead.
Call for applications for WCE, 2008
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It was agreed that the upcoming WCE 2008 will be hosted by the city presenting the bid which
obtains the highest votes and second highest vote will be hosting the WCE 2011.
IEA Handbook
It was agreed that Franco’s document on IEA policy concerning the selection and oversight of
venues for WCE should be added to the new version of the IEA Handbook (expected during
December 2005) after review. There were no further suggestions for any new material for the
Handbook for entry in the next addition by the council.
Constitutional Amendments
It was agreed that the results of the e-mail ballot for constitutional amendments will not be taken
into consideration since only 21% of members only have voted (the constitution requires at least
25%).
6. Report of the Treasurer
Wegman presented a projection from 1990 to 2005. He clarified that the high expenditure in 2002
is not only for IEA secretariat’s establishment in Alexandria but also includes expenses of the
previous IEA Secretariat in USA.
He mentioned that the president’s office asked for US$1,500, the treasurer did not ask for any
additional money and that there is a substantial reduction in the secretary’s budget and estimated a
US$ 20000 a year.
Regional Council Activities
It was agreed to increase allocations to each region to US$ 2000 as per last IEA Council meeting
(US$14000/yr).
Wegman mentioned that the following should be revisited in the next council meeting:
1. The reason for councillors not asking for additional money
2. Some councillors applying for regional budgets, did not submit a budget breakdown
Regional Meetings
Wegman mentioned that in the last 10 years, only 2 requests to assist in the initial preparation of a
meeting were requested, one of which was Verma, but he managed to find external funds and did
not receive the money.
It was finally agreed to allocate US$ 10000 per regional meeting for bursaries
Executive Council Meeting
Wegman mentioned that the Executive Council Meeting has not been held outside the full board
council meeting, the last time was in Montreal 2001, so this allocation is not clear in order to
suggest the estimated budget for it.
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IEA Congress Meeting
Wegman mentioned that the cost are associated with bringing the new councillors to the meeting
(travel and accommodation expenses)
Sitthi-amorn mentioned that the council should share in approving / disapproving funds for covering
bursaries as the WCE organizers can not pay for everyone, although they had good presentation
(scientific merit)
Olsen mentioned that IEA must be more actively involved in WCE. We now have the money to
invest in the WCE. We can reserve a certain amount to finance for these meetings and may come
out with an income from them.
Franco agreed, emphasizing that the IEA must have a more active role in organizing the WCE. He
also mentioned that the IEA must reinvent itself with a better use of its resources, for example in
training. He suggested that Council worked on a list of potential short- and long-term projects to
become the focus of the IEA
Bursaries
Wegman mentioned that there must be some kind of guidance on the amount of money for
bursaries.
Ebrahim mentioned that if there will be more money for region, there must be a breakdown on how
it should be spent, for example:
- cleaning up the database
- ways of increasing membership
- advertisements
- Newsletters
- etc.
Franco mentioned that the incoming council should be given the freedom to take on special
initiatives for using the money.
Barreto mentioned that the councillor must be stimulated to elaborate proposals to try to establish
achievements to be stimulated to encourage / increase activities. There is no need to increase
money / income of the IEA, we need to increase activities (spending money and increase
membership)
Olsen suggested to reduce the membership fees. This is a new way to encourage membership or
provide free membership for students.
Wegman suggested that council could decide for example that this year is the year for Africa and
focus all our money and efforts on this.
Porta suggested that instead of a single geographic area we can head to young epidemiologists or
target young cancer researchers. So the idea is if you are a young researcher interested in
Epidemiological tools, the IEA can help you in your training or attending meetings. For example, for
the Florence training course, the IEA can help in funding others to attend.
Wegman commented that the IEA must struggle on what is IEA. Many societies target young
epidemiologists, so we should spend our money on an international health problem.
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It was finally agreed to establish a special adhoc committee on what to do as an
organization. This needs to be done through regional activities. The regional councillors
should set recommendations through regional meetings for WCE on how to promote the
new generation to go professional. This issue should be revisited during the coming
council meeting. (Olsen, new Secretary)
Franco suggested that one of the new councillors should be one of the adhoc committee members.
It was also agreed that a max of US$10000 per region per meeting, conditioned on proposed
procedures to advertise and allocate funds, as laid down in the Handbook.
7. Relations with WHO
Saracci suggested that the IEA President should meet with the Director General of the WHO from
the diplomatic point of view. He explained the difficulties he is facing in coming up with a real active
role with WHO, especially from the diplomatic point of view. He suggested that IEA must initiate a
specific proposal for a particular programme.
Jinabhai mentioned that he failed to establish relations with WHO / AFRO Regional Office. His
trails were related to building association at a micro regional level.
Ebrahim suggested to use IEA as a vehicle, through the regional councillors, in finding the
appropriate person for WHO projects. Also, assist in finding epidemiologists for field work. He also
mentioned that we should seek / foster WHO partnership through the actual working level.
Porta supported proposals made by Olsen in the direction of IEA being more active on the scientific
fronts. According to him (Porta), other examples are proteomics, epi-genetics, and the influence of
environmental agents on gene expression.
The council finally agreed that each councillor should come up with issues to be discussed
with WHO depending on existing problems, thus proposing activities that the IEA could
assist in. Each regional Councillor must come up with a formal proposal on what to do.
Common themes between IEA / WHO could be:
- Training in Epidemiology
- Educational Training
This issue should be revisited in the next council meeting.
8. Report of the Editor
Davey-Smith presented the IJE report. He reviewed the statistics of submission, impact factor,
immediacy index, rank order and impact factors of the top ten titles among 93 public health journals
/ institutions with access to IJE mode of access.
Porta praised the contents of the journal ( a scientific and ideological alternative, scientifically
responsive). He also praised turn-over, management of manuscripts, excellent financial results and
the historical reprints series. He suggested polishing this for the journal, make it fully homogeneous
for past 3 years, and publish it in the journal. Porta questioned if the IJE cares about trying to make
the IJE the journal of choice for epidemiologists to submit their best manuscripts? What papers
(currently published elsewhere) would you like to attract? What are the most important scientific
breakthroughs and commentaries that you have published?
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Sitthi-amorn suggested that we must think of innovative ways to get more submissions from
developing countries.
The Council thanked Davey-Smith and Ebrahim for their exceptional efforts.
Financial Allocations
It was approved the allocations of additional US$26000. Wegman will negotiate with OUP
exploring all possibilities (Wegman)
9. Regional Councillors Reports
Africa
Jinabhai requested to receive all e-mail addresses of current members in his region.
He also requested permission to have a regional meeting with HP South Africa and use the
US$10000 for bursaries allocation. He mentioned that during the last council meeting he asked
permission to work jointly with one of the societies in Africa but due to bad communications he was
not able to achieve such an activity. This is why no allocations were asked before.
It was approved to allocate US$10000 for bursaries for every meeting.
Eastern Mediterranean
El Bushra mentioned the excellent meeting in Ahwaz, Iran, December 2003. He also mentioned
the unfortunate cancellation of the Saudi Arabia meeting in 2004 due to political problems.
El Bushra suggested that IEA must get involved in natural and man-made disasters like Tsunami,
SARS (all this IEA was not involved in) because there is no relation with governments. Capacity
building is important. El Bushra suggested IEA could organize a short training programme with
strong visibility of IEA and distributions of certificates using epidemiologists from all over the world
to teach in this course.
El Bushra also mentioned that public health surveillance books are needed (polio- eradication)
Sitthi-amorn praised the success of Iran meeting, added that many papers were submitted to be
presented during the WCE from Iran, and mentioned that surveillance is an excellent area for
volunteerism.
It was agreed that El Bushra submits a proposal regarding the most effective field that IEA
can take part in and make IEA more meaningful. El Bushra suggested that the President of
the IEA should meet with EMRO Regional Director (El Bushra).
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Europe
Porta mentioned that a CD has been produced with information and summary of what has been
accomplished in the last 3 years. Copies were provided, for Dr du Ve Florey (for the archives) and
the IEA Secretariat.
He mentioned that the IEA EEF European Congress of Epidemiology in Utrecht, Netherlands (28
June - 1 July 2006), is ongoing and there are 2 countries interested in the next meeting in 2007
(Poland and Italy).
Porta also mentioned that IEA is not active in Eastern Europe and that 99% of Epidemiologists in
Europe are outside IEA. IEA must take an active role.
Sitthi-amorn praised the Toledo Meeting during September 2003, as well as the democratic and
team work organization of EEF in Europe.
North America
In the interest of saving time, since there were still items in the agenda to be discussed, Franco
mentioned that all his activities are mentioned in his report. He briefly mentioned that there were
two main types of activities described in his report: 1) promotion of the IEA, and 2) organization of
events. He urged Council to refer to his detailed report.
Latin America and Caribbean
Barreto mentioned that Epidemiology grew a lot in Brazil. Nevertheless, he added that there is very
unequal distribution of Epidemiology in the region where most of members / publications are from
Brazil.
He presented / reported on all activities and efforts that took place in the region especially regarding
the LAC network of epidemiologists.
He also re-affirmed that Brazil is bidding to host the next IEA WCE 2008. This will encourage and
boost the IEA in LAC.
He proposed the following:
- Promotions of training (addressing deficiencies and problems in other countries than
Brazil).
- IEA to be active regionally with WHO / PAHO, which is important to increase the visibility
of IEA
South East Asia
Sitthi-amorn praised the India meeting, Jhansi, December 2004 and that it has been very well
attended.
Western Pacific
Yoshimura mentioned achievements during this period (2002 – 2005) and that membership has
been stable in the region.
Sitthi-amorn conveyed his thanks to Dr Yoshimura in stimulating Japanese epidemiologists to
attend the WCE 2005.
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10. IEA Policy Document on WCE prepared by Eduardo Franco
Franco summarized the document and mentioned that he has already received comments from
some council members through e-mail.
Wegman proposed to consider, during the WCE 2005, the selection of the next 2 WCE and 2011.
The winning venue can go to 2008 and other could be requested to host 2011.
The final conclusion was:
1. IEA needs to be more involved
2. Select 2 sites one for 2008 and the other for 2011 during the WCE 2005
3. Explore cost sharing amount to determined. If the congress has profit, there must be
an amount for IEA.
This should be revisited in the coming council meeting. The document prepared by Franco will be
adopted after discussion by the incoming council. Everyone thanked him for the major work he did
in drafting the policy document.
11. Ways of implementing the means to turn volunteerism offer into reality
Franco mentioned that his region had received a generous offer by Dr Keith Kuhlemeier to assist in
arranging scholarly exchanges. He mentioned that this was an excellent example of volunteerism
which should be considered by council. The incoming president (Olsen) will write to Dr. Kuhlemeier
to thank him for the offer on behalf of the IEA
The Council agree in principal to be implemented by Olsen in the coming meeting.
12. Business Meeting Agendas
The council approved the agendas of the 1st and 2nd Business Meetings to be held during the WCE
in Bangkok 2005.
13. Other Business
Wegman pointed that we must mention that Dr Rodolfo Saracci will still act as WHO Liaison for the
IEA.
Honorary membership must be added to discussion of coming council meeting. Sitthi-amorn
suggested that Dr Charles du Ve Florey should be added as an Honorary member. Wegman
mentioned that there is a previous honorary member, namely Margaret Becklake, submitted in
Toledo 2003, which should be approved in this council meeting.
The council supports the idea, if number of honorary members does not exceed 24 members
(IEA Secretariat)
Sitthi-amorn thanked all outgoing councillors for their wonderful services they have provided and
activities. He was impressed with their dedication to the role of IEA and expressed his sincere
thanks.
The meeting was adjourned at 18.00hr
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IEA First Business Meeting, 22 August 2005
(17.30hr – 19.00hr)
Bangkok, Thailand

Minutes of First Business Meeting, August 22, 2005, Bangkok, Thailand
The meeting was convened at 17.30hr at the Bangkok Panorama 1 Room, 3rd Floor,
The Imperial Queen's Park Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand, by the President of IEA Chitr Sitthi-amorn in the
presence of the IEA members. The proposed agenda was reviewed and approved by the group.
1. Approval of the minutes Business Meetings from Florence ISM 1999
The minutes were approved, as presented.
2. Report of the President
Reviewed achievements as per attached report. Report was well received, followed by a brief discussion.
3. Report of the Secretary
Presented (attached). The use of e-mail ballot for constitutional amendment was discussed. Dr Saracci’s
proposal to consider a non-response as a positive vote was approved. The process would be thus
repeated accordingly. Dr Eduardo asked that meetings held with SER would be included in the report.
It was also proposed that the elections of the executive members should be made by mail ballot same as
regional councillors since the number of those voting by mail are more than the ones attending the WCE.
4. Report of the Treasurer
Presented (attached). The membership were happy to learn of the fact that the IEA is healthy. A balance
sheet was asked for. Dr Wegman adequately responded.
5. Report of the Editor of the IJE
The membership praised the standard and contents of the IJE under the two new editors. Concerns were
raised about geographic distribution of the articles, and possible assistance to non-English speaking
authors.
a. Report of Nominations Committee
It was read by Dr Saracci, on behalf of Dr Charles du Ve Florey (as attached).
6. Results of Elections of Regional Councillors (mail ballot)
Presented by Dr Mandil (attached), ratified by the participants
7. Any other business
None.
The meeting was adjourned at 19.00hr
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Attachments
Report of the Secretary (2002 - 2005)
1. Membership
As mentioned in prior reports, it is a well-known fact that the current IEA members only represent a very small
fraction of the actual body of active professionals working in the field of epidemiology on a global scale. For
some reason, national epidemiology societies in regions as Europe, North and South America, seem to much
more attract epidemiologists compared to IEA. We need to investigate the reasons behind such
phenomenon, and work towards more effective representation of the global body of professionals eligible for
IEA membership.

a. Global Membership Campaign
During the IEA Council Meeting in Toledo 2003, it was agreed upon to launch a Global Membership
Campaign taking into account the Privacy Policy, prepared by Dr du Ve Florey, in cooperation with the
Secretary and all Regional Councillors. Each regional councillor has been provided with an abbreviated
database of members in his respective region in 2003 and 2005 (the updated version) (which includes name,
address, e-mail address, tel / fax number and years of membership).
Councillors were requested to establish personal contacts with the IEA Members in their respective regions
asking him / her to invite at least one professional working in the field of epidemiology to IEA Membership. A
draft letter has been prepared by the secretary to assist them in their campaign, explaining the benefits of
joining IEA.
In addition, an IEA promotional material entitled “An Invitation from the IEA” was prepared by Dr Franco,
edited by the Secretary to assist regional councilors in their campaign. It was used by Dr BL Verma for his
IEA promotion during the 8th IEA regional scientific meeting, held in Agra, India, 5 – 8 December 2004. It is
also used during the current IEA WCE 2005, in the form of posters and flyers in order to boost the IEA
membership during the congress days.
In spite of special efforts by the Regional Councilors, especially in SEA, LAC, NA and Europe, yet the IEA
membership is still not increasing as planned. We are losing members, and new membership does not seem
to compensate for non-paid members. The following is a breakdown of paid up members by region since
September 2004 till June 2005 and a comparing 2005 / 2004 / 2003.
Table 1: Active (paid-up) IEA Members
Paid up Members Paid up Members
Paid up Members
REGION
(2005 and up)
(2004 and up)
(2003)
Africa
31
35
44
Eastern Mediterranean
67
86
69
North America
233
287
289
Latin America & Caribbean
64
66
61
South East Asia
66
65
51
Europe
354
388
394
Western Pacific
174
213
225
Grand Total

989

1140

1133

During the Council Meeting in Bangkok 2004, it was agreed upon with the regional councillors to strengthen
IEA in their respective regions, at the aggregate level and put up a plan to increase IEA memberships
including: joint scientific meetings / teaching activities; advocacy and lobbying; and specific task forces. The
following is a breakdown of the New IEA memberships received during September 2004 to June 2005:

IEA First Business Meeting – Bangkok, Thailand 2005 - IEA Triennial Report 2005

87

Breakdown of Paid Active Members
300
250
2005

200

2006

150

2007
2008

100

2015
50
0
Africa

EMR

NA

LAC

SEA

Europe

WP

Region

Table 2: IEA New Members (from September 2004 to June 2005)
IEA New Members
(2005/06)

REGION

IEA New Members
(2004)

IEA New Members
(2003)

Africa
Eastern Mediterranean
North America
Latin America & Caribbean
South East Asia
Europe
Western Pacific

5
10
7
22
21
22
7

1
28
15
9
13
32
4

4
11
30
11
2
24
17

Grand Total

94

102

99

IEA New members 2005
7%

5%

Africa

11%
24%

7%

Eastern
Mediterranean
North America
Latin America &
Caribbean
South East Asia

24%
22%

Europe
Western Pacific
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b. Current Procedures for new memberships and renewals since 2003:
1.

IEA Secretariat handles







Receipt of new membership applications for review by the Secretary
Sending confirmation e-mail for the receipt of the application form
Sending welcome letters (in case of acceptance of application)
Sending membership certificate (signed by the president and secretary) and
Sending new membership forms to OUP for payment procedures

2.

OUP handles





Renewals’ correspondence directly with IEA Members
Handling renewal promotion for members who did not renew in 2003
Sending the IEA Secretariat the updated database every six months. So far we have received 4
updated databases (Sept 03, March 04, Sept 04, July 05).
Sending the IEA Secretariat by mail all returned / changed mailing addresses or cancellations made
by members.
Sending the IJE to members
Payments of members (new / renewal)





A continued, almost daily, correspondence exists between the IEA secretariat and Ms Paula Thomson, OUP,
regarding different issues of membership and IJE. Around 400 - 500 correspondence took place between
2003 and 2005
In spite of such a partnership between the Secretariat and OUP, asking the latter to handle renewals has
complicated the process from the Secretariat viewpoint, as we are only updated every 6 months, which
makes it quite difficult to follow up on non-paid members. The IEA Council should consider reverting
back to the old system, existing before 2002, where the Secretariat handled all membership-related
activities, including both new and continuing applications

c. Sponsorship
1. The IEA Council approved during its Bangkok meeting, September 2004, the generous offer and
establishment of the “Elmer V Villanueva Sponsorship Fund”. The Fund is to support a total of
seven nominees (one for each of the regions or any variation thereof) for three-year membership
per year for five years. The IEA Secretariat has sent the suggested procedures of implementation
to Dr Villanueva and has received his approval (background document attached). Accordingly,
an e-mail was sent to all regional councilors on 5 July 2005 requesting them to nominate one
sponsored member from their respective region in order to activate their membership by January
2006. Also, we requested nominating 2 awardees by the WCE Scientific Committee to be
awarded the 3 years membership during the congress with the following proposed criteria for the
candidates:
(a) to be from developing countries
(b) have accepted papers for presentation of the best quality
(c) are not current IEA members
(d) Physically show up in Bangkok (i.e. actual participation in the WCE)
2. IEA Sponsored Members: It was agreed that two professionals from each region are to be
sponsored for IEA Membership for 3 years, starting 2004. Nominations handed over to us from
previous council were reviewed by regional councillors . Nominated members were contacted to
ensure interest using e-mail / ordinary mail. Only three members have responded and have
become active IEA members for 3 years.
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d. New Rate Classification:
Reference to the new World Bank Classification, the IEA rate classification has been amended accordingly.
The following is a summary of the new classification (details attached)
Developing Countries Rates: applied on developing countries (according to world bank classification),
including Eastern Europe. This includes countries of low- and lower-middle-income economies
Normal Rates: applied to all other countries, except Western Europe. This includes upper-middle- and
high-income economies
Western Europe Rates: applied to Western European nations.

e. A suggestion for a new membership category
The idea is having a separate membership category for an amount of US$100 to support participation of
students and members from developing countries and allow to provide a reduced membership rate for
students/seniors/ members from developing countries. The new category is US$ 45.00 more than the one
year basic membership fees for normal rates and US$ 35.00 more that the one year basic membership
fees for Western Europe. The new rate category may be explained in details on the IEA Application Form
and announced for on the IEA website.
We may mention it on the IEA Application Form as: Full 1 year membership (includes contribution to
developing country memberships): US$ 100.00.

f. IEA Application form for Membership/ Update Form:
IEA Application form:
As agreed during the last IEA Council meeting in Bangkok, 2004, the IEA Application form for membership
was posted on the IEA website as a word document form. Accordingly, we have been receiving a number of
forms electronically by e-mail.
Update Form:
The Update Form posted on the IEA website in 2004 has been efficiently working. The IEA Secretariat has
received almost 60 updated forms from members around the world during 2004 / 2005. A new attractive
announcement to encourage members to update their membership information has been posted on the
website by Dr Florey upon the request of Dr Franco early August 2005.

g. Implementation of the IEA New Rates
Students and Senior Rates: After the approval of the students / senior rates (50% of the applied fees for each
region) during the IEA Council Meeting in Bangkok, 2004, the rates were added to the IEA application form of
membership and announced on the IEA website in November 2004. So far, we have received 9 studentapplications from different regions:
 3 Europe: 1 Sweden and 2 United Kingdom
 1 Western Pacific: Japan
 1 North America: USA
 4 Eastern Mediterranean: Iran
Please note that some of such students are citizens of nations different from those in which they currently
reside and study (i.e. some of them are actually originally from developing nations)
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h.. On-line directory:
The online directory has been updated by Harriett Telljohann in August 2004 and 2005 using the updated
database sent by Paula Thomson, OUP.

2. IEA Newsletter
The Secretariat has produced three IEA Newsletters (April 2003, June 2004 and June 2005), including
contributions from Council Members; announcements for global / regional meetings; educational activities
and seminars and announcements from bidders for the upcoming WCE 2008 to promote for their venues.
The June 2004 and 2005 issues were distributed together with IJE June issues to all IJE subscribers, i.e. not
necessarily all IEA members (copy of June 2005 issue is attached in file’s pocket)

3. Meetings
a) Regional meetings
The following regional IEA meetings were held during 2003 / 2004:






21st IEA European Epidemiology Federation & Spanish Society of Epidemiology Joint Scientific
Meeting, Toledo, Spain, October 1 – 4, 2003
6th IEA Eastern Mediterranean Regional Scientific Meeting, Ahwaz, Iran, December 9 –11, 2003
6th IEA Latin America & Caribbean Regional Scientific Meeting, in association with the VI Brazilian
Epidemiological Meeting, Recife, Brazil, June 19 - 2004
European Congress of Epidemiology, Porto, Portugal, September 8 - 11, 2004
8th IEA South East Asia Regional Scientific Meeting, Jhansi (UP), India, December 5 - 8, 2004

Planned Meetings:
 22nd European Congress of Epidemiology – Epidemiology in Health Care Practice, Utrecht, The
Netherlands June 28 – July 1, 2006
b) Global meetings


17th IEA World Congress of Epidemiology, Bangkok, Thailand, August 21 - 25, 2005

IEA has also jointly collaborated with INCLEN global meetings held in Kunmin, China, during February 2003
(especially IEA Western Pacific Region) and in Agra, India, during February 2004 (especially IEA South East
Asia Region), by participating in the scientific programme and different deliberations of such meetings.

4. Call for applications for WCE, 2008
During 2003 / 2004, the Secretariat has received a number of requests to host the WCE, 2008. Extensive
correspondence between the IEA Secretary and the bidders took place, in order to make sure that such
proposals conform with IEA’s rules and regulations for hosting global meetings. Some bidders addressed the
nd
Council meeting in Bangkok, 2004, in preparation for addressing the IEA 2 business meeting on August 24,
2005. The following are the bidders for the upcoming WCE 2008
4. Agra, India
5. Edinburgh, Scotland
6. Porto Alegre, Brazil

5. IEA Handbook
With great efforts by Dr Florey, the 3rd edition of the IEA Handbook is expected on the IEA website by
December 2005 . The additions since the last edition are the Concordat with other Associations, a List of the
membership of all Executive Committees and Councils and a reminder in the section on WCEs that time
should be made for the Robert Cruickshank Lecture. The concordat has been agreed upon by the IEA
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Council and the other two items are simply for information. The title page will be listing the additions and
where they can be found.
The Council is requested to suggest any new material for the Handbook for entry in the next edition

6. Update of Membership database
The Secretariat has been working on the update of the IEA Database (mailing address, telephone, fax and
most of all e-mails). The main sources of the updated information are: OUP since they receive renewals with
updated information; and the updated form posted on the IEA website. Accordingly, the database is
considered to be updated. Nevertheless, it is estimated that some 15 – 20 % of the e-mail addresses are still
incorrect. This may be due to either that they are outdated or due to the presence of 2 different databases of
IEA membership (that of OUP & that of the IEA Secretariat) where the same entry (new
members/renewal/updated form) is entered by different persons thus losing accuracy.

7. Constitution Amendment Results
As agreed upon during the last IEA Council meeting in Bangkok, 2004, the email ballot on changes to the IEA
constitution has been sent to 1173 IEA active members on 9 February 2005, by the IEA Secretariat. The
following statistics describe this process, first time to be exercised by the Secretariat
Total emails sent on February 9th, 2005
No. of members without e-mail addresses
Bouncing / undeliverable e-mails
Total actual members received the ballot
No. of members responded

1173 active IEA members
55
188 (16% of total active members)
930
192 (21 % of recipients)

Ballot results:
Constitutional Changes
4. changes proposed for Article 8 paragraphs 1 to 8 (election of Council
Members)
5. addition of Article 8.9 (use of email for voting)
6. the change proposed for Article 10.3 (definition of the size of the
quorum to change the constitution)

Disagree
1
1
16

Thus, the proposed constitutional changes could only be approved, if the IEA Council considers that the
response rate (21 %) constitutional

8. Secretariat activities
It is to be noted that the IEA Secretariat is handling the following:
a) With respect to membership:
-

Handling new membership,
Requests of membership status
Problems of members (e.g. non-receiving of IJE, calls for meetings, etc)
Updating information (contact information, coordinates)
Change of address

b) With respect to Council:
-

Preparation of IEA Newsletter (2003 / 04 / 05)
Council’s Issues and requests
Preparation of Council Meetings
Bids for global meetings
Elections / ballots
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Report of the Treasurer
Program Budget, Fiscal Years 2005-2007
(29 July 2005)

Office of the President
The office of the president has generally operated on a budget of about $2,000 with the highest single
year at $5,400. In the previous and current triennium the presidents have been able to manage the office
without charging expenses for secretarial assistance. The budget for this office depends on the
resources of the incumbent and will need to be revisited with each new officer.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $1,500/year.

Office of the Secretary
The office of the secretary is required to maintain and manage the Association membership and to
correspond with members regarding dues and related membership benefits. The budget for the office
provides for clerical support and operating expenses including postage. In the last triennium, the annual
expenditures have been between $15,000 and $20,000/year.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $20,000/year.

Office of the Treasurer
The office of the treasurer has responsibility for management of the Associations funds. Since 1995 the
Association funds have been managed by Mary Jane Varley, a colleague of Roger Detels at UCLA. The
funds are maintained in a bank account in Los Angeles and Ms Varley is the only official signatory for the
account. For the day-to-day management of the Association funds, the arrangement with Ms Varley
appears to be satisfactory as long as she agrees to accept responsibility.
Prior to 1995 the budget for this office included an accountant, but Ms Varley has provided this service
without charge. Other budget items include minimal charges for photocopying, postage and telephone
and the cost of bank charges incurred as a result of funds transfer. There has not appeared to be any
need for an annual audit of the Association funds, although the Council could choose to consider this in
the future.
At the previous Triennial Business Meeting it was proposed and accepted that an audit of the accounts
be undertaken. However, it was determined that the advice we have received from the auditor many
years ago was that since we have a relatively small number of transactions and we use "cash basis"
accounting rather than an accruals basis, a review meets our needs and is less costly than an audit. The
auditor we have used in the past is provided the information, documents, etc., and he completes a
review and sends us a letter stating that the "...accounts are maintained according to generally accepted
accounting principles..." etc. This generally costs between $200-600, depending on the number of years,
the size of the accounts (number of transactions), etc. In the past, we have done this when we change
treasurers, so if the treasurer serves 2 terms, it is done at the end of the second term. For the present,
therefore, no audit has been carried out.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $1,500/year.
International Journal of Epidemiology Operations
Routine operating costs of the IJE are paid by Oxford University Press based on an agreement between
the Press and the Association. As a result the IJE costs do not appear directly in the Association’s
budget. Nonetheless, the IJE budget is proposed by the Editor of the IJE, approved by the Council and
paid by the Press from receipts for subscriptions to the IJE. After the Press and the Editors expenses
have been covered the remaining receipts are returned to the Association. The Editorial costs of the IJE
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are important to the Association as the income from the journal accounts for more than one-half of the
annual income.
For Fiscal Year 2002-4 the IJE Editorial budget in the OUP accounting has ranged between £40-45,000.
During the past year an additional allocation of £19,500 was requested and approved to pay for additional
editorial assistance 1 day/week due to the increased editorial burden associated with a variety of new
initiatives that have made the journal quite successful. The additional costs were justified by the
additional interest in the journal represented by increased income from OUP from journal subscriptions.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $40,000/year to account for increased editorial costs.
Consideration should be given to incorporating these funds into the OUP accounting system.

Regional Counselor Activity
Regional Counselors are expected to promote IEA activity in each region. In an effort to facilitate these
activities, Counselors are provided access to an annual budget which, as of the Bangkok Council meeting
in 2004 has been increased to $2,000 annually from Association funds. These funds are intended to
offset office expenses such as telephone, and photocopying. A proposed budget should accompany the
annual request submitted by the Counselor and approved by the Treasurer and the President.
Funds have been budgeted for all seven Regional Counselors to receive these funds annually. Not all
counselors have taken advantage of these available funds each year nor have timely budget requests
been made. An effort should be made to encourage Regional Counselors to take advantage of this
resource and to provide an adequately detailed budget request early each year.
Regional Counselors are expected to attend the Regional Meeting and receive support for lodging and
meals from local organizing committee. Travel can be paid by the Association if required and approved in
advance.

The budgeted amount is short of what would be needed should all Regional Counselors request
an annual allocation and require travel support to a Regional Meeting. This may become a
problem in the future, however, it is unlikely to be one in this triennium.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $14,000/year.

Regional Meetings
It is expected that each Regional Counselor will arrange a Regional Meeting once between each ISM.
Association policy needs clarification regarding support for meetings in industrialized regions. Current
policy provides for a $10,000 advance or loan which is to be paid back with a small amount of interest as
soon as possible after the meeting expenses have been settled A budget explaining how the funds are to
be spent is to be provided for Council comment and EC approval in advance of disbursement of the
funds. The Association’s resources permit the advances without difficulty and these have not been
specifically identified in the proposed budget. . No such funds have been requested during the past
triennium.
Since the Association contributes both financially and otherwise, it is expected that the costs of stay for
those attending from the EC and/or the Council can be borne by the organizers. However, if organizers
are unable to plan support for such travel expenses, they should state the intended policy regarding
attendance and support for costs of EC and Council members at the time support is initially requested.
For the most part the advances have been successful although delay in repayment has been as long as 2
years. In at least two instances repayment has not occurred, the most recent case being the Central and
South American Regional Meeting in Chile in 1999. The treasurer has still not received a plan for longterm repayment of the loan to the Chilean meeting, despite the best efforts of the IEA regional counselor.
The IEA Treasurer has requested that the sponsoring local organization consider this a long-term debt,
however, the experience suggests the need for closer monitoring of advances in the future.
It is difficult to determine a mechanism to prevent the default on loans. An advance agreement about
repayment schedule may be useful. It should be made clear, when the advance is provided, that the
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Association does not share either in the meeting profits or losses.
Should there be an explicit
Association policy concerning a process to approve exceptions to the repayment expectation when the
reasons are well documented and sufficient accounting is provided? The organizers are expected to
provide a written final report and an accounting for the Association however, there is no effective way to
enforce this requirement.
Current policy is that a donation of $10,000 can be requested to support expenses for young
epidemiologists from the region to attend the Regional Meeting in a developing country. In recent years
these funds have been allocated for Central and South America (2001), Eastern Mediterranean (1999
and 2003), and Southeast Asia (2004). It appears that this allocation is a high priority to encourage new
epidemiologists to participate actively in the Association and in international epidemiology in general. In
an effort to promote more of this kind of effort at regional meetings a budget is proposed that is higher
than the amount annually requested in the past
No similar policy has existed for meetings in industrialized nations. In response to a request from the
European Region, allocation of $10,000 for travel scholarships was made to facilitate travel from Eastern
Europe to attend the 2001 meeting in Oxford, UK. The experience was judged quite successful
consequently $7,000 was allocated in 2003 and $9,824 in 2004. It appears there is no reason to continue
a policy that restricts support for expenses for young epidemiologists to developing regions only.
The North American region may be a special case and deserves further consideration. For the present
the North American Region has determined that the high level of activity of the Canadian and US
epidemiology societies does not warrant holding a separate IEA meeting. A jointly sponsored IEA/SER
symposium was supported this past year by allocating the Regional Councilor funds to this activity. No
young epidemiologist bursaries were allocated to this region in the past triennium.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $33,000/year for young epidemiologist expenses and to provide
for regional counselor travel, if necessary, to the regional meeting.
Present policy is based on one allocation of bursaries per region per triennium but a better alternative
might be to provide such support for each regional meeting. The only region, thus far, to make a request
more than once in a triennium has been Europe. How best to provide support, if any, to North America is
open to discussion.

Executive Committee Meetings
The four member Executive Committee is scheduled to meet twice between ISMs. Travel and lodging
expenses are budgeted for EC member expenses. The first meeting is accounted for under the inter-ISM
Council meeting (see below). The irregularity in charges to this budget line over the past ten years has
resulted in a proposal to budget only $4,000 annually for this item. No expenditures for such a meeting
were made during the past triennium.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $1,500/year ($3,000 if 2 meetings per triennium).

Council Meetings
The Council meeting between WCEs is held in association with a Regional Meeting, if possible.
Counselor and EC travel is to be reimbursed only if alternative resources are not available. The lodging
and per diem will be reimbursed. Based on prior years $9,000 for Counselors (in addition to the $4,000
for the EC) has been budgeted for Council Meetings between WCE meetings. In the past triennium two
interim Council meetings were held. It is not clear that this will occur during the next triennium. If so the
allocations for EC and Council meetings should be doubled.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $3,000/year ($6,000/year if 2 meetings per triennium).

IEA/WCE Meetings
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Current policy has determined that the local organizers of the WCE will arrange to reimburse the
Association for the hotel and per diem expenses for Counselors and EC members. Only if the counselors
are unable to find their own resources are travel costs borne by the IEA. There is, however, some
concern about travel for new counselors who do not have sources of independent support to cover
meeting expenses until they officially enter office. In addition, the IEA supports the travel of the
Secretary’s staff to attend the WCE – for Bangkok $1,300. An additional $5,000 is allocated to offset
potential needs of new counselors.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $6,500 for 2005 for the Bangkok meeting.

Miscellaneous Meetings
Support has been provided for Counselors or EC members to attend meetings such as INCLEN, or WHO
regional meetings relevant to the mission of the Association. One such meeting was health in Southeast
Asia this past triennium. This allocation, however, should not be made unless a budget is requested and
approved in advance of any commitment.
Budget for this triennium is proposed at $8,000/year.
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Final Report of the Nominating Committee for the election of
Regional Councillors and Executive Committee Officers
for the 2005-2008 term
20 June, 2005
The Nominating Committee, composed of C du V Florey (chairman), C Victora, CC Jinabhai and H.
Armenian, consulted between its members via e-mail and, when appropriate, between the chairman and the
current Councillors and Executive Committee members. Consultations were started in June 2003.
Candidates were sought first by advertisement in the International Journal of Epidemiology, the Newsletter,
the IEA-EEF Newsletter and on the IEA web site and then by direct emailing of members in the regions of
Latin America & the Caribbean, North America and the Western Pacific. It was noted that about 10-15% of
email addresses held by the IEA Secretary at that time were invalid. This has since been substantially
reduced.
Regional Councillors’ election
By August 2004 the Nominating Committee had identified candidates for the positions of Regional Councillor
adopting as selection criteria: (a) a member of the IEA; (b) a professional curriculum showing a continuing
involvement in epidemiological work at the research, teaching or public health levels; (c) evidence of activity
in scientific national and international societies related to epidemiology; (d) an implied willingness to devote
appropriate time to fulfill the Regional Councillor duties as described in the Council Handbook. The
candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee were:
- African Region : one candidate from South Africa
- Eastern Mediterranean Region : four candidates from Saudi Arabia, Iran and Iraq
- European Region : two candidates from Germany and Denmark
- Latin America & Caribbean Region : one candidate from Brazil
- North American Region : four candidates from Canada and the USA
- South-East Asian Region : three candidates from India
- Western Pacific Region : two candidates from Australia and Japan
The candidates’ names and details were circulated among the membership in the paper entitled Ballot
January 2005. The election took place in March-May 2005. A rather low overall turn out was achieved
(31%). It is the Committee’s belief that the inconvenience of having to mail the voting slip to the Secretary
(involving for some the trouble and expense of obtaining a stamp of the appropriate value) contributed to the
low turn out. We respectfully suggest to Council that on the next occasion an email vote is carried out among
all those for whom the IEA has email addresses. Email replies should cause little inconvenience to the voter.
Section 1.01 Executive Committee Officers
By August 2004 one candidate for president, two for secretary and three for treasurer had been identified.
However, on the withdrawal of candidates for treasurer, David Wegman offered to continue for a third term.
Criteria for selection were similar to those applied to prospective Councillors, with criteria (c) and particularly
(d) being more demanding for Officers than for Councillors. The following have been nominated as
candidates for election at the second IEA Business meeting in Bangkok:
President Elect : Neil Pearce from New Zealand
Secretary :
Ahmed Mandil (current secretary) from Egypt and Walter Portugal Benevides from Peru
Treasurer :
David Wegman (current treasurer) of the USA
David Wegman and Ahmed Mandil are already on Council. Walter Portugal Benevides put his own name
forward and his nomination was supported by César Victora. On the withdrawal of a single candidate for the
presidency-elect, Neil Pearce was invited by Council in 2005 to accept nomination.
The Nominating Committee
Charles Florey, Chairman
Noddy Jinabhai, member

César Victora, member
Harutune Armenian, member

20 June, 2005
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Results of the Elections of IEA Regional Councillors for the Triennium 2005-2008
Region

Nominee

Ballots
received by
mail

Ballots
received by
fax / email

Total votes / region

Active
Members
/region

% of
voters
/region

Dr Jinabhai, Noddy, South Africa

5

1

6

Total

5

6

35

17

Dr Barreto, Mauricio, Brazil
Total

16
16

16
16

70

23

Dr El Bushra, Hassan, Sudan

17

Dr Hussain, Hamid Yahya, Iraq

1

Dr Janghorbani, Mohsen, Iran

4

Dr Soori, Hamid, Iran

6

6

Total

28

31

98

32

406

30

288

25

80

46

209

40

1186

31%

Africa

LA&C

East Med
3

20
1

1

5

Europe
Dr Andersen, Anne-Marie Nybo,
Denmark
Dr Hense, Hans-Werner, Germany
Total

63

6

69

46
109

7

53
122

Dr Buffler, Patricia, USA

27

5

32

Dr Erdmann, Christine A., USA
Dr Gallagher, Richard, Canada

7
24

1
1

8
25

Dr Nasca, Philip C., USA

7

7

Total

65

72

Dr Grag, Bishan Swarup, India

6

6

Dr Pandey, Arvind, India
Dr Verma, Babu L., India
Dr Wairagkar, Niteen S., India

3
25
2

Total

36

Dr Elwood, Mark, Australia

24

1

25

Dr Nakamura, Yosikazu, Japan

56

2

58

Total

80

Total Participants from all Regions

339

N America

SE Asia

1

3
26
2
37

West Pac

83

28

367

Total Active Members; % of voters
(globally)
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IEA Second Business Meeting 24 August 2005
(17.30hr – 19.00hr)
Bangkok, Thailand

The meeting was called to order by the President of IEA Chitr Sitthi-amorn at 17.30 at the
Bangkok Panorama 1 Room, 3rd Floor, The Imperial Queen's Park Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand, in
the presence of 133 members. The proposed agenda was reviewed and approved by the group.
1. Presentations by nominees for Executive Council Posts and Possible Hosts of XVIII
IEA WCE, 2008
Nominees for Executive posts and bidders for next WCE 2008 meeting were presented,
approved by participants (Dr Sitthi-amorn)
Nominees were invited to deliver a 5-minute presentation, namely:
For President-Elect:
a. Neil Pearce (New Zealand)
b. Harutune Armenian (USA)
For Secretary:
c. Ahmed Mandil (Egypt)
d. Walter Portugal (Peru) – did not attend
For Treasurer:
e. David Wegman (USA)
Bidders of the coming WCE 2008 were asked to give a 20-minute presentation, in
alphabetical order, namely:
a. Agra, India
b. Edinburgh, Scotland
c. Porto Alegre, Brazil
2. Elections for Executive Council and Voting for selection of next venue for XVIII IEA
WCE, August 2008
An “Elections Committee” was chosen. It included 2 volunteers not from the 3 nations
competing for 2008, and not IEA Council members. They were:
a. Dr Khaldoon Al-Roomi, Bahrain
b. Dr Anthony Neville De Venza – Ireland
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Ballots were distributed to 133 participants. Only 122 responded. The results of the
elections were as follows:
a. President Elect: Neil Pearce (New Zealand) – 72 votes
b. Secretary: Ahmed Mandil (Egypt) – 113 votes
c. David Wegman (USA) – Unanimous, ran unopposed
(Detailed results attached)
3. Statement from the new President.
Jørn Olsen delivered a statement about his perspectives about the future three years of the
IEA. He emphasized the importance of a more pro-active role of IEA in the events which are
epidemiology-related in the world. The council will establish 5 committees to help foster the
vision of IEA, as expressed by Jørn. They are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

IEA World Scientific Meeting Committee
IEA Ethic Committee
IEA editorial/book Committee
IEA teaching/training Committee
IEA public and rapid response Committee

4. Other Business

Thanks were expressed by Jørn Olsen to those who are leaving the Council: Charles du
Vé Florey, Eduardo Franco, Miquel Porta, Takesumi Yoshimura, for their
exceptional efforts during the past 3 years and their dedication to the role of IEA.
Also thanks were made to Dr Chitr Sitthi-amorn and all members of the
organizing and scientific committees for their great efforts in organizing the WCE
2005 in Bangkok, Thailand, which was an outstanding success of truly
international flavor compared to many other global / international IEA meetings.
The meeting was adjourned at 19.00hr
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INTERNATIONAL EPIDEMIOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION
In official relations with the World Health Organization

Election Results for Executive Council
Name of Nominee

Votes

Void

President - Elect
Neil Pearce (New Zealand)

72

-

Harutune Armenian (USA)

49

1

Secretary
Ahmed Mandil (Egypt)

113

5

Walter Portugal (Peru)

4

-

Treasurer
David Wegman (USA)

Unanimous / ran
Unopposed

-

Election Results for Venue of WCE 2008
Name of City / Country

Votes

Void

Agra, India

11

-

Edinburgh, Scotland

36

-

Porto Alegre, Brazil

75

-

Total Ballot Papers : 122
Signed by:
Dr Khaldoon Al-Roomi
Dr Anthony Neville De Venza
Date: 24 / 8/ 2005
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IEA Council Meeting Minutes (Incoming), 25 August 2005
(14.30.00hr-18.30hr)
Imperial Queens Park Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

In attendance
J. Olsen (Chair), A. Mandil (Rapporteur), D. Wegman, N. Pearce, C. Sitthi-Amorn, , G.
Davey-Smith, S. Ebrahim, CC.Jinabhai, M. Barretto, H. El-Bushra, A. Andersen, P.
Buffler, Y. Nakamura, R. Saracci
Apologies: BL. Verma
(1) Welcome note
Dr Oslen extended the IEA Council’s thanks and deep appreciation to Dr Sitthi-Amorn
(Past President, President, WCE in Bangkok), as well as to outgoing councilors: Dr M
Porta (Europe); Dr T Yoshimura (Western Pacific); Dr E Franco (North America).
Acknowledgement letters of appreciation will be sent out very soon (Secretary).
(2) WCE in Bangkok issues
Dr Amorn presented statistics about the WCE where 800 delegates have participated.
The final geographic distribution will be availed to the Council very soon.
Dr Olsen mentioned that handing out the CD of the presentations, along with the
Abstract Book could be a good idea.
(3) A Dictionary of Epidemiology
Dr Porta (invited to attend just for this item) presented the current situation with the
editorship of: “A Dictionary of Epidemiology” succeeding Dr John Last. He felt that the
Dictionary is a responsibility of the IEA Council, OUP and definitely Dr Last. A new
edition is planned to be out in 2008. New entries are expected to be in the
neighberhood of 10 %. Relevant fields may be covered, e.g genetics. On-line editions
of other dictionaries will be considered. He thinks that continuity is the overall policy. He
also thinks that remaining the book as “Last’s Dictionary of Epidemiology” could be
considered. Visual additions to the contents may be considered as well. Associate
editors may be chosen during 2006 / 2007. A website for the dictionary could be set up.
A contract could be drafted by the end of 2005 early 2006. 16 translations exist of the
dictionary.
Dr Barretto suggested that the new edition could be produced in many languages
OFFICIALLY.
Dr Andersen suggested that a web-based version would be availed. Dr Porta would
consider this with OUP, but he thinks that copyright problems may hinder this.
Dr Jinabhai inquired about differential cost by region. Dr Porta will explore this
possibility.
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Dr Davey-Smith suggested a short article to be published in IJE about the subject. Dr
Porta promised to work on that.
Dr El-Bushra mentioned that epidemiology is not well established in the EMR. He
suggested that the most commonly used 100 terms and their definitions would be made
available on small “cards” (flash) to medical students at almost no cost. Dr Porta will
consider the suggestion.
The IEA Council is encouraged to go back to the dictionary; communicate new
ideas to Dr Porta in the near future.
(4) Council contact information & capacity-building activities
Dr Mandil asked the Council to make sure that their information is accurate, as this is
how it would appear on the IJE list of the new Council (2005 – 2008) as well as on the
website.
Dr Olsen emphasized the importance of fostering the website, adding signature on the
email and link to the website. He also mentioned that emails is our main method of
communication. The Secretariat is encouraged to explore other / more efficient
commuincation methods.
Dr Davey-Smith brought up the issue of holding capacity building workshops, as the
ones organized in Ahwaz, on scientific writing and publishing. He suggested that they
could be linked to global / regional meetings, or stand alone.
Dr Pearce mentioned that he would like to help organize workshops similar to the
Florence meeting in the southern hemisphere. Dr Jinabhai will be cooperating with him
in this regard
(5) Nomination committee
The nomination committee for the new council (2008 – 2011) was formulated with the
membership of: Dr Sitthi-Amorn (Chair); Dr Roger Detels; Dr Randa Hamadeh (or Dr
Salim Adib) and Dr Eduardo Franco
(6) WCE 2011
The Council agreed on extending the invitation to the Edinburgh team to host the 2011
WCE (as agreed upon in the outgoing council meeting to invite the second contender to
host the after next WCE), and get back to the Council within 6 months. This is provided
that the bidders exhibit full cooperation with the Council on both administrative and
scientific issues. (Secretary to follow up)
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(7) Paper for discussion on IEA committees
a. World Congress of Epidemiology Committee
It was decided to have a discussion paper ready for our next meeting that examines
problems and opportunities of IEA’s Council direct involvement in the planning and
conduct of the WCE meetings. This paper should address whether the IEA should be
willing to invest funds in these meeting and thus getting a share of the profit. It was
proposed to set aside an investment in the order of 50,000 USD to 200,000 USD.
The idea would be to share the risk for the local planners. The investment could make it
possible to invite key speakers at an early stage and to make sure that IEA rules were
followed. IEA should have a seat in the planning committee of the WCE and IEA should
share the profit coming out from the meeting. Guidelines for sharing profits should be
discussed in the paper.
WCEs could be a useful way of generating funds for the IEA. This source of funding
could work even with a limited income from membership dues. It would also provide a
better way of ensuring that quality standards for the meetings are met, an important
issue for the branding of the IEA.
Dr Eduardo Franco is to chair this committee and prepare the discussion paper.
b. Ethics Committee
At the next meeting it will be discussed if IEA should develop a Good Epidemiology
Practice (GEP) paper that could work worldwide. It was decided to use the European
GEP document as a starting point together with the CIOMS / WHO document.
All council members should read the European GEP documents (should be available at
the IEA website) and send their comments and criticism to the chairman of this
committee (Dr Rodolfo Saracci will chair this committee) .
c. Editorial & Books Committee
IEA has in the past published books together with the OUP but our links with the OUP, in
this mode os cooperation, were stronger in the past. This committee should write a
discussion paper for our next meeting discussing possible topics, whether new books
are needed or old books have to be updated.
It was recommended to suggest ideas for new books where we may find suitable
authors. Meanwhile, the of: “History of Modern Epidemiology”, edited by Dr Walter
Holland is expected soon, and there was a discussion of having a book on Rapid
Surveys by Dr Ralph Frederichs discussed years ago.
d. Teaching Committee
The idea is to use the IEA Florence course model in setting up a course programme in
developing countries. Dr Neal Pearce, in coordination with Dr CC Jinabahai, will come
up with a suggestion for such a course at our next meeting.
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e. Rapid Response Committee
It was agreed that the IEA should respond in the scientific, and perhaps even public,
media when important epidemiological issues are depated in the global arena. IEA
should for example have responded when there was a debate on ‘Epidemiology Faces
its Limits’ or when WHO classified health care performance based upon a number of
epidemiologic indicators. Perhaps IEA should join the present discussion on the possible
pandemic flu epidemic: what is our role in preventing such an epidemic and what is our
role if the epidemic becomes a reality?
Dr Jorn Olsen, Dr Shah Ebrahim and Dr Chitr Sitth-amorn were elected to this
committee.
(8) Regional plans
Africa
Dr Jinabhai will be cooperating with epidemiology societies in South Africa to hold joint
meetings during 2006, and will look into the possibility of holding an IEA African
Regional Meeting during the new triennium (2005 – 2008)
Eastern Mediterranean
Dr El-Bushra mentioned that more efforts will be held in the EMR to foster membership.
Saudi Arabia will be explored for holding a regional meeting during 2006 / 2007. If not,
Pakistan would be the second favorite choice. He mentioned that these were outcomes
of the meeting held in Bangkok of participating members in the WCE from the EMR.
Europe
Dr Andersen reflected on the meeting held in Bangkok of participating members in the
WCE from Europe. She mentioned that she will do her best in leading the most
successful IEA-EEF and that the next regional meeting in Europe which will be held next
year (2006) in the Netherlands
Latin America & Carribean
Dr Barretto reflected on the meeting held in Bangkok of participating members in the
WCE from LAC. He mentioned that the main event taking place in the LAC during the
next triennium will be the WCE 2008, and hence all efforts (organizational, fund-raising,
scientific programme development) will be in this direction.
North America
Dr Buffler reflected on the meeting held in Bangkok of participating members in the WCE
from North America. She mentioned that she is coordinating closely with Dr Franco in
taking over the job in North America, especially with respect to cooperation with leading
societies in North America, such as APHA, SER, ACE and the like.
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Western Pacific
Dr Nakamura reflected on the meeting held in Bangkok of participating members in the
WCE from the Western Pacific. He mentioned that he is coordinating closely with Dr
Yoshimura in taking over the job in the Western Pacific, and looking into holding a
regional meeting during the new triennium.
(9) IEA / WHO relations
Dr Saracci was invited to continue helping in fostering relations between WHO and IEA.
A more positive role of IEA in international public health events was suggested.
(10) Plans for WCE 2008
Dr Barretto agreed to full cooperation with the IEA Council with respect to organization
and scientific content of the upcoming WCE in Porto Allegre, Brazil in 2008. More
details about the preparations will be made available in upcoming Council meetings
(11) Next (mid-term) Council meeting
Dr Olsen and Dr Mandil will be communicating with the Council on possible dates /
places for the next Council meeting during 2006 (April / August have been provisionally
suggested)
The meeting was adjourned at 18:30 pm
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